Florence Township Recreation Committee Minutes 9/8/25

The Florence Township Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on 8/4/25 at the Florence Township
Municipal Building 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were invited to
attend the meeting in person.

The meeting was called to order by Recreation Committee Chairman, Tony Pastore at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Tony Pastore, Mary Pieretti, Don Nemeth, Tom Boracci, Martin Eckert, Kim
Dembowski, Cindy Golway, Donna Sadler, TJ Lovenduski, Toniann Carroll

Absent: Tom Supey, Caitlin Motta, Councilman Joseph Frappolli
Public Attendance: Cristin Mustillo
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

e Regular Meeting of May 5, 2025 by Sadler, Second Golway
e Regular Meeting of June 2, 2025 by Sadler, Second Golway

COORDINATORS REPORT

e 2025 Patriotic Celebration — Marty shared that the patriotic celebration weekend was
successful and enjoyable for our community. This year the township welcomed the
Golden Eagle Community Band, which is a 60+ volunteer orchestra, to perform at the
Florence Township Community Center to kick off the weekend’s festivities. This event
was well attended and offered a musical selection of time period music, which included
several patriotic tunes as well as music representing each of the US military branches.
We were able to honor Grand Marshal, Don Cammus, Unites States Marine and Vietnam
Veteran, as well as several individuals that have been celebrated with the same
designation.

The Flag Raising, parade and evening activities went well and despite the warmer
temperatures, all were well attended and feedback was positive. In 2026, the United
States will be celebrating 250 years and planning will begin well in advance to make for a
special celebration.

e 2025 Fall Recreation Programs — Marty shared that fall registrations moved along
quickly and numbers for all of the fall programs are doing very well. Communication by
the programs remains steady and background check approvals continue to be completed.
Marty anticipates receiving completed coaches lists by September in advance of the start
of games.

e VWilkie Park Proposed Pickleball Courts — Marty shared with the committee that due to
funds available from the 2023 Local Recreation Improvement Grant, there is an
opportunity to place pickleball courts a short distance from the existing tennis courts. Due
to the grant requirements and this feature being included on the scope of work in the
original grant application, it would be a requirement to locate pickleball on the same
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parcel, thus it would not be an option to locate them in another area such as the municipal
complex. The committee was in agreement supporting this opportunity and that it is a
good decision to utilize the remaining funds for this purpose. Marty will be following up
outlining the project and will share updates at the September meeting.

o Legislative Grant — Railroad Avenue Playground — Marty shared that the township has
been awarded a legislative grant in the amount of $165,000.00 to be used for the
remediation/renovation of the Railroad Avenue Playground. This playground is deemed
overdue for improvement and a layout will be designed per the feedback of the recreation
committee where amenities will be separated based on age groupings. Marty will be
meeting with a playground group to further assess the project as well as visit all other
township playground to gauge potential remediation needs and replacement costs as an
understanding for future improvement projects.

CORRESPONDENCE

e Recreation Softball Facilities Request — Marty shared that an inquiry was made by the
recreation softball program to utilize the school district facilities on evening in July.
Marty did not approve the request, as it has been customary for recreation to support the
school districts summer maintenance schedule. Due to the limited time that the schools
are without students or staff, several maintenance needs are satisfied and items may be
left in hallways, interior doors unlocked and materials located in common areas. Marty
expressed that for these reasons, the gesture of not requesting use, in addition to the lack
of organized recreation activity in the summer months, it was not something the
recreation department would request. The softball program inquired directly with the
school and despite the procedures in place where all requests for facility use in requested
by the recreation department, the school district approved the use. Marty was unaware of
the approval until a representative from the school district requested that the township
sign off on a waiver of liability. Marty shared that procedurally this wasn’t appropriate
and communicated further details to the committee.

The committee discussed the matter in general terms, inquiring about the ability for more
opportunities to use school district facilities, including requests for use at the high school,
which over the years was not approved. The committee expressed interest in meeting
with the school district to discuss. Marty shared that use within reason is something that
has been observed and that not every practice or clinic should be able to shift indoors,
especially without advanced request. The township has multiple programs both in season
and some that practice off-season and repeated requests may not be feasible from a
timing standpoint. The committee may consider following up with the school district
board of education to inquire further about school district facility use.

¢ Recreation Baseball Correspondence — Marty shared that upon emailing the recreation
baseball program offering an invitation when the new baseball board is elected to appear
at a recreation meeting to support the transition, and the urging to hold elections earlier in
the fall to create more time for a new board to organize, correspondence was provided
that was not receptive. The program treasurer expressed that the recreation leagues
operate independently from the township and that correspondence is provided more as a
courtesy. Additionally, an inquiry was made as to funds donated 10-12 years prior from a
developer where the program believes the funds should have been directed to the
recreation baseball checking account. Marty provided feedback supporting that recreation
programs are identified as falling under the township each year at the township
reorganization meeting. As it relates to donated funds, they were designated for field
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improvements and the township has records identifying all improvements made with the
funds and the amount remaining. This information was provided to the committee for
informational purposes to address any further questions in the future. The election date
has not been adjusted, however upon installation of a new board, members will be invited
to attend a future recreation committee meeting, where members will offer support and
guidance as a means to ensure a successful transition for the board, coaches, players and
families.

Recreation Field Hockey Correspondence — The township received an inquiry from the
field hockey board relating to field maintenance needs, restroom maintenance and general
challenges the program experiences from lack of lighting during the fall months and
artificial surfaces that are becoming more common. The township administrator among
others were included in the email and responses were provided. Additionally, the
president of the program has been able to coordinate the necessary height of the grass
with the director of public works. At this time, all correspondence has been satisfied.

Municipal Facilities

Former PW Garage: Marty shared that he is working with the townships engineering
firm to facilitate moving forward specifications for necessary improvements so that bid
packages may be created. We are anticipating the bids package for the floor leveling and
preparations for an ada compliant doorway to be installed for the restroom. Additional
phases of work will be prepared as well. Marty will have additional updates at the
September meeting.

Veterans Softball Field: The committee discussed the infield area(s) at Veteran’s Field
and low points where water collects after rain. Primarily in the area of 3™ Base, where
there is a natural run off, however the low point on the field and the grass meeting the
infield are situated where water is not draining. This is not a quick fix during the season
with infield mix. It will be something that will need to be addressed with public works in
the fall. Donna Sadler also shared that Dave Wright suggested coordinating field work
prior to the spring season with public works where a crew could be made available to
work with the volunteers and be on the same page with field preparations.

Board of Education Facilities

No additional information at this time. The next inquiry scheduled will be for use of gym
space for Winter Basketball.

OLD BUSINESS

2025 Fall Fest — Donna and Kim shared that the coordination for this year’s event is
going well. Spaces continue to add up and we will be similar to that of this past year’s
event. The planning committee will consider the layout and will be communicating with
Gretchen at Life Center and others that were instrumental in the preparation and success
of the event. More information to be provided at the September meeting.
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e 2025 Summer Tennis Clinics: The summer tennis clinics are moving along well. The
temperature, rain and humidity had provided challenges to the schedule, but nonetheless
it’s been a nice turnout and Coach Ike does a great job working with the children. Coach
Ike shared that he is available to offer programs during the week this fall including “Red
Bal Tennis” and “Mommy & Me” Programs. He will provide additional information and
will follow up on potential start dates and cost for participants.

NEW BUSINESS

e New Health and Wellness Initiative Program - Marty shared that the new Breathwork
class is beginning and will be held at the community center on Monday evenings at 7pm.
This program is geared towards stress relief and controlled breathing exercises. This
program is an excellent addition as it serves to support positive mental health and stress
reduction. It is currently offered to adults but in the future should be considered for teens.

e Qutreach Opportunity thru South Jersey Sewa — Sewa South Jersey is providing an
outreach event at the conclusion of the gentle fitness class, where volunteers will provide
canvas shopping bags, stencils and paints for participants to create customs shopping bags.
There will be lunch provided and this activity is geared towards supporting positive
socialization. We have inquired with the participants of the group and several are interested in
the activity. The township greatly appreciates the gesture by South Jersey Sewa.

e National Night Out — NNO is scheduled for tomorrow (8/5) and will be held at the Veterans
Sports complex parking lot beside the township municipal building. This is a wonderful event
where our police department and representatives from the fire department and county
sheriff’s office work with community organizations, local businesses and non-profits
welcoming our residents for an evening of fun, education, special treats and quality time. This
event is heavily attended each year and our police department does a great job.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee Discussion: The committee discussed the following:

- Resident, Cristin Mustillo brought awareness to the recreation committee about the ongoing
potential of the township designating an area in Roebling for affordable housing. The area was
noted as a wooded area along Hornberger Avenue located between the methodist church and the
businesses at the corner of 10" Avenue and Hornberger Avenue. This area may potentially extend
to the former VFW property that is owned by the township and possibly a portion of the
methodist church property as per Ms. Mustillo from her understanding through attending council
sessions along with other committee meetings (Including planning and zoning)

- Don Nemeth Shared that the upcoming football & cheer camp in July was well attended (45 cheer
and 84 football participants). Don reminded that there needs to be additional No Smoking signage
placed near the shed by the practice field (Marty has ordered 10 more signs and is awaiting
arrival). Don asked for the restroom cleaning rotation to begin now that practices will be starting.
They were not cleaned for the first evening of the football camp. Don noted that the “Cattle
Shoot” has damage and asked if public works can remove from the practice field area and be
fixed. Don inquired about the flag and baseball banners still posted at the ball fields.
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(Cont)

- Don Nemeth — Requested follow up on lighting for field hockey during the fall months.

- Don Nemeth - Don shared that West jersey Youth Football Weigh -in’s are set for Saturday,
September 6. Need restrooms cleaned, inside straightened up and extra trash cans, barricades
and cones.

- Tony Pastore — Shared that the cricket program has gone really well this year. There is regular
communication and all teams appear to be enjoying the season. The property is being maintained
and one request was for public works not to remove flags from the field when cutting.

- Cindy Golway — Inquired about the possibility of Amazon supporting Breast Cancer Awareness
month is sponsoring the pink socks again. Marty will follow up with Amazon representatives and
will report back.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion of Sadler, second by Lovenduski — 9:30 pm
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