Florence Township Recreation Committee Minutes 8/4/25

The Florence Township Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on 6/2/25 at the Florence Township
Municipal Building 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were invited to
attend the meeting in person.

The meeting was called to order by Recreation Committee Chairman, Tony Pastore at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Tony Pastore, Mary Pieretti, Don Nemeth, Tom Boracci, Martin Eckert, Kim
Dembowski, Cindy Golway, Donna Sadler, TJ Lovenduski, Caitlin Motta,
Toniann Carroll, Councilman Joseph Frappolli

Absent: Tom Supey

Public Attendance: Alison Millsovici, Cristin Mustillo and Gina Sullivan

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Meeting of April 7, 2025 (Unavailable. Will be reviewed for approval in August)

Motion to table minutes until August 4, 2025 by Golway; Second Sadler

COORDINATORS REPORT

e 2025 Roebling Carnival — The Roebling Carnival completed successfully. The first
evening was canceled due to inclement weather, however an additional 4 hours were
added to the Saturday schedule to make up for the lost time. Additionally, reduced
wristband rates were applied to a matinee session on Saturday during those hours
between 1pm and 4pm. All vendors were cleared and did well, especially local
organizations and churches that participated. No incidents or injuries were reported and
ride company personnel was greatly appreciative for the manner in which the residents
and businesses of the community welcomed them. The Burlington County Sheriff’s
Department joined township officers patrolling grounds and used a drone, which was
helpful in locating an attendee that blocked one of the access points in the parking lot.

CORRESPONDENCE

¢ Boy Scout Eagle Project Updates — Marty provided an update on the open Eagle
Projects and the completion of Josh Pagano’s project at the Scout House. Remaining
projects are due to be completed this summer. Zach Castro will be delivering recycling
containers to the old public works garage in the coming weeks. They are set to be placed
at the football concession area, the basketball courts to encourage recycling be placed
instead of leaving on the ground and potentially at the field hockey field. Pending the
success of these containers, there may be interest in exploring building and placing others
on the complex or at off-site locations. Luke Supey will be painting the lines on the
walking path to mirror that of the signage being placed. A QR code will provide the map
to appear on the recreation website and additional information is planned for the page
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encouraging walking and visiting our local community parks. These are great projects
and wonderful additions to the community.

Municipal Facilities

Former PW Garage: Marty and Councilman Frappolli shared that discussions regarding
floor leveling and other necessary improvements are taking place and Marty will be
appearing at the next council meeting to review information about various projects
including the renovation project. It remains the goal to prepare a packet outlining the
needed improvements and present for bids. Based on timing, work should not commence
during the fall cheer season, but more through the winter and spring months.

Veterans Softball Field: The committee discussed the infield area(s) at Veteran’s Field
and low points where water collects after rain. Primarily in the area of 3™ Base, where
there is a natural run off, however the low point on the field and the grass meeting the
infield are situated where water is not draining. This is not a quick fix during the season
with infield mix. It will be something that will need to be addressed with public works in
the fall. Donna Sadler also shared that Dave Wright suggested coordinating field work
prior to the spring season with public works where a crew could be made available to
work with the volunteers and be on the same page with field preparations.

Outdoor Batting Cage: It was requested for public works to look at the batting cage due
to damages from teens. Areas of the gate have been bent and the upper areas where the
fence covers the top have areas of separation. Marty will review with public works.

Board of Education Facilities

No use. Summer hiatus.

OLD BUSINESS

Patriotic Celebration: All vendors have been processed and confirmed. Fireworks
permits have been acquired and safety plan is complete. All of the elements of the day
and evening continue to be planned and organized, especially the addition of parade
participants. There will be an orchestra playing the evening prior (The Golden Eagle
Community Band) and light refreshments will be provided.

NEW BUSINESS

2023 DCA Local Recreation Improvement Grant: Marty reviewed with the committee
that in consideration of the remaining funds associated with the tennis court improvement
grant, there may be an option to expand the surface area to create potentially four
pickleball courts. Much of the work may be done in-house and will allow funds to be
used to complete the project. The committee was in agreement to this opportunity to
utilize the remaining funds. Marty will be appearing at council to further express these
thoughts and will work with township departments and administration to map out the
next steps.
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e 2025 Summer Tennis Clinics: The summer tennis clinics are officially set to run for 6
weeks, with filler weeks available if affected by weather. The sessions will take place on
Saturday mornings with ages 15 thru adult from 8am to 9am; ages 5 thru 9 from 9am to
10am and ages 11 thru 14 running from 10am to 1lam. Tennis rackets and balls will be
provided and these sessions will not have a registration fee. It will be great to get this
instruction going again on the newly refurbished courts.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee Discussion: The committee discussed the following:

- Resident, Cristin Mustillo brought awareness to the recreation committee about the ongoing
potential of the township designating an area in Roebling for affordable housing. The area was
noted as a wooded area along Hornberger Avenue located between the methodist church and the
businesses at the corner of 10" Avenue and Hornberger Avenue. This area may potentially extend
to the former VFW property that is owned by the township and possibly a portion of the
methodist church property as per Ms. Mustillo from her understanding through attending council
sessions along with other committee meetings (i.e. possibly planning or zoning).

Ms. Mustillo expressed her enjoyment of residing in the Village of Roebling and the scenic
beauty along the avenues and waterfront areas. The roads and pathways lend themselves nicely
for walking, running and bicycling as well as an area for artisans, bird watchers or just peaceful
surroundings for the community to enjoy. Ms. Mustillo went on to share that should the
affordable housing projects move forward that committees like recreation may have input to put
forth for consideration as it relates to river views, walking paths and amenities that would blend
the project with the existing landscape and provide improvement options.

The committee was appreciative to Ms. Mustillo for attending and sharing her positive
experiences in town as well as her vision for what could be. As we do not know yet what the
future will bring, the committee agreed that any new construction that takes place, several things
should be considered to further benefit the community if possible. Ms. Mustillo was invited to
join future meetings as her views were insightful and refreshing.

- Alison Millsovici and Gina Sullivan participated in conversation where the 6 Street playground
served as the topic. Similar to continued discussions at the recreation committee in the recent
past, both expressed the disappointment to the challenges to enjoy the park with their families.
The behavior and conduct of many teens that frequent the park and the use of inappropriate
language and misuse of playground equipment is quite troubling. Both cited examples of the
behavior they have witnessed. They asked if law enforcement may have a presence at the
playground. Both were forthright and sincere in their appreciation for the new playground but
were asking for support in restoring order to the playground before equipment is damaged or
there becomes injury or incident at the location.

Councilman Frappolli along with members of the committee understood the concerns and the
topic was going to be brought to the attention of the administrator and Chief of Police for further
discussion. The recreation committee and attendees noted that a visit by the police to a future
recreation meeting or if a special session could be arranged in the short term that the committee
would like to have dialogue with the police as to the various concerns that are being expressed
within the community and primarily on social media where over 100 comments, we placed under
a posting on the 6" street playground challenges by a resident. It was also noted that Gloucester
Township has placed a ban on items such as “orbies” in public and many towns have playground
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rules. Marty shared that a local Girl Scout will be working with the township to sponsor such a
sign along with other improvements.

- Running Club, the committee discussed that there is a local running club that meets in town and
runs/walks our parks and streets. The group had inquired if there were options to meet at the
municipal complex on weekends to run and if there could be access restrooms. The committee
agreed that though this is an independent club, it would be a positive gathering opportunity for
residents in the community and if they aren’t runners, they may still enjoy meeting as a group to
walk the complex as there are now markers and signage from the new Eagle Scout project. The
committee will be following up with the running club to invite them to a meeting or to contact
Marty.

- Don Nemeth Shared that the upcoming football & cheer camp will take place in July. The annual
Bocce tournament runs the first weekend of August and practices will begin by the middle of
August. Don requested that the township check the restrooms in advance of the camp and place
trash and recycling for use.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion of Sadler, second by Pastore — 8:55pm
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