Florence Township Recreation Committee Minutes 6/2/25

The Florence Township Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on 5/5/25 at the Florence Township
Municipal Building 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were invited to
attend the meeting in person.

The meeting was called to order by Recreation Committee Chairman, Tony Pastore at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Tony Pastore, Mary Pieretti, Don Nemeth, Tom Boracci, Martin Eckert, Tom
Supey, Kim Dembowski, Cindy Golway, Donna Sadler, TJ Lovenduski, Caitlin
Motta, Toniann Carroll, Councilman Joseph Frappolli

Absent: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Meeting of April 7, 2025

Motion of Pieretti, seconded by Motta to approve the minutes as submitted.

COORDINATORS REPORT

e Recreation Baseball/Softball Opening Day — It was reported that all opening day
activities want well. There was a report that restrooms were not cleaned and Marty
addressed with the public works department. The supervisor had instructed restroom
cleanings to be completed in advance of opening day and will follow up with staff. An
additional request was made for more trash and recycling containers to be placed around
the field areas. Marty will alert public works.

CORRESPONDENCE

¢ Boy Scout Eagle Project Updates — Marty provided an update on the open Eagle
Projects and the completion of Josh Pagano’s project at the Scout House. Remaining
projects are due to be completed this summer. Zach Castro will be delivering recycling
containers to the old public works garage in the coming weeks. They are set to be placed
at the football concession area, the basketball courts to encourage recycling be placed
instead of leaving on the ground and potentially at the field hockey field. Pending the
success of these containers, there may be interest in exploring building and placing others
on the complex or at off-site locations. Luke Supey will be painting the lines on the
walking path to mirror that of the signage being placed. A QR code will provide the map
to appear on the recreation website and additional information is planned for the page
encouraging walking and visiting our local community parks. These are great projects
and wonderful additions to the community.



FACILITIES
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Municipal Facilities

Field Lights: Marty shared that Brunner Electric has repaired the lights at the softball
field. Further lighting needs are being discussed with the township administrator. Soccer
and football field lights have an issue at one of the poles and bulbs out respectively.

Board of Education Facilities

No use. Summer hiatus.

OLD BUSINESS

Roebling Carnival: Marty shared that the carnival planning continues. Permits on
various items along with safety plans and presale ticket follow up are focal points leading
to the carnival at this point.

Patriotic Celebration: All event planning continues. The committee reminded
information be posted encouraging decorated bikes and strollers to be a parade addition
for interested participants. Vendor slots are being finalized and parade participants
continue to arrive almost daily.

NEW BUSINESS

2025 Recreation Budget: Marty confirmed with the committee that the 2025 township
budget has been provided for review. Marty learned upon receipt that the recreation
budget was reduced by roughly $20,000.00 eliminated certain line items. This does pose
a challenge for support purposes. Marty provided that he did provide budget worksheets
to administration during the budget preparation period for review. The committee did
express concern of the reduction and that it was not discussed with recreation department
or committee prior to adoption.

2025 Summer Tennis Clinics: Marty met with Ike Johnson of whom has been leading
our tennis clinic program for many years. There will be a program this summer and the
newly refurbished tennis courts will be used for this program. Coach Ike will work with
Marty finalizing dates and will look to Saturday am sessions where temperatures are
more favorable for the sessions.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee Discussion: The committee discussed the following items for maintenance needs and future
consideration to implement.

- New trash cans were placed on the playground on W 6™ Street and a Girl Scout project inquired
about designing a sign for playground rules.
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- Outdoor Batting Cages have been noted to have damage that must be looked at by public works
and that the softball program will begin locking them when not in use by the program due to
damage and trash left behind.

- Vaping. Marty discussed the police department about the signage placed at the fields, notices that
were sent to the leagues and to social media and the need for police presence on the complex
when school lets out and during the evening hours when improper use of equipment and damage
occurs.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion of Supey, second by Motta — 8:00pm



	...

