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The Florence Township Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on 1/13/25 at the Municipal 
Complex 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were invited to attend the 
meeting in person. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Tony Pastore at 7:00 p.m.   
   
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 
 
Present: TJ Lovenduski, Mary Pieretti, Don Nemeth, Tom Boracci, Martin Eckert, Tom 

Supey, Kim Dembowski, Cindy Golway, Tony Pastore, Donna Sadler, Caitlin 
Motta, Councilman, Joseph Frappolli 

 
Absent: All in attendance 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Regular Meeting of December 2, 2024 
 
Motion of Nemeth, seconded by Golway to approve the minutes as submitted.  
 
OFFICERS & PROGRAM LIAISONS 
 
Chairman – Tony Pastore (Motioned by Sadler; Second by Pieretti) 
Vice Chairman – TJ Lovenduski (Motioned by Dembowski; Second by Pieretti 
Secretary – Caitlin Motta (Motioned by Pastore; Second by Sadler 
Rec Baseball – Tom Supey 
Rec Softball – Tony Pastore 
Rec Soccer – Tom Boracci 
Rec Field Hockey – Donna Sadler 
Rec Football – Don Nemeth 
Rec Cheerleading – Cindy Golway 
Rec Basketball – Caitlin Motta 
Cricket Association – Tony Pastore 
Health & Wellness and Community Events – Donna Sadler, Kim Dembowski, Caitlin Motta, Don 
Nemeth, Mary Pieretti, Tony Pastore 
 
 
COORDINATORS REPORT   
 

• Recreation Basketball – Marty shared that the recreation basketball program is coming 
together well. Stating that the new board members are filling several roles including 
creating the practice and game schedules, developing a website and managing most of the 
communication between the neighboring communities that are now a part of the league. 
The league has grown from the partnership with Burlington Township to now include 
Burlington City and Edgewater Park. Girls’ basketball also plays games with Northern 
Burlington. There ae some challenges with scheduling based on the larger variety of 
teams, but teams are making adjustments but all will be noted in advance of the 2026 
season.  
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There have been some challenges with facilities. Saturdays the program must be out of 
the gyms by noon. There are several school activities planned that use the gymnasium 
and the apr at both the elementary and middle school. Marty is going to inquire as to why 
the Saturday time slot has been reduced in recent years. 
 
There have been reports of players running in the hallways or attempting to venture into 
other areas of the building. There was an email sent to all families and to coaches to 
monitor players or for parents to speak with their children. The school has cameras and 
anyone identified causing a problem or entering areas in the school where the program is 
not permitted will be subject to discipline through the school district. 
 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 

• Music Nights at the Community Center: The committee confirmed that there will be a 
musical performance at the community center on March 1st. Orange Whip will be playing 
and it has been decided that as it is promoted to the public that entry will be an adult 
(over 21 crowd) and entry will be by donation. This will be the first music of the New 
Year, however there is ongoing discussion to invite the school of rock back for shows 
along with others.  

 
FACILITIES 
 

• Municipal Facilities 
 

• Field Lights: The committee discussed open items relating to recreation fields where 
lights are in need of servicing/repair. The outfield pole at Muchowski Softball has a 
bottom row of lights out. Brunner Electric has checked. Recreation Soccer periodically 
has a pole that will go out and kick back to the fuses at the main. After various repairs, it 
looks to be that the problem is underground between the pole and main power source and 
will need to be addressed prior to the start of the recreation season. At the recreation 
football field there are bulbs out, primarily on the practice field that must be addressed.  
 
The committee discussed the standing of the inspection that was done where there are 
cost savings incentives should the township move to LED lighting at the recreation fields. 
Marty shared that this would be something where the township administrator would 
review with council. Representative Frappolli shared that he would inquire to the findings 
from the report and if this is something of future consideration by the township.  

 

• Board of Education Facilities 
 

• Recreation Basketball and Softball Clinics: Basketball is currently occupying the 
Riverfront Gym and Apr along with the Roebling Apr for basketball practices and games. 
There are always some challenges with the school scheduling but we adapt as best that 
we can. The online schedule has some conflicts where the program is noted as approved 
for use, but there is a school event or activity going on upon arrival. Marty continues to 
work with the maintenance department at the school week to week to ensure the 
schedules are ok. Roebling hosts their parent organization meetings in the apr and some 
have asked if the school could hold those meetings in the library or different area of the 
school, but these meetings are one evening monthly typically and do not pose much of an 
inconvenience. The Saturday/Sunday usage has reduced to the programs being out of the 
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building by noon in recent years. Marty is going to confirm, but it is assumed that the 
maintenance staff on the weekend works certain hours and the district may either be short 
handed or it could result in overtime, which Marty agrees isn’t a priority need but will 
follow up and report back. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
• Cricket Program – Formalizing Association: Marty shared that at the start of each 

year, the township council approved by resolution the township sponsored recreation 
programs offered in the community. It has been discussed by the committee to include 
the Florence Cricket Association to be included by resolution. Marty confirmed with 
Tony Pastore, whom serves as the liaison for cricket that bylaws have been created and 
that a board for the association has been established. Tony will draft a letter to the 
township recreation department on behalf of the recreation committee confirming as such 
and will request that the Florence Township Cricket Association is recognized as a 
township sponsored program and in the future be included with the existing resolution 
when recognizing the existing programs to date. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

• 2025 Fall Fest: The committee discussed the recap of the 2024 Fall Fest, which proved 
to be more successful and better attended than the previous year. The event overall is 
believed to be trending upwards and with I being an annual event, it is projected to 
steadily grow. The date for the 2025 Fall Fest has been set for Saturday, October 11th.  

 
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Marty Eckert: Marty is working on quarterly updates for municipal alliance. There was a training 
opportunity for mental health that was extended to the charter school students and teachers where 
Prevention Plus managed the program/training. It was very successful. The previous year the same was 
offered and accepted by the township school district. It is unknown if this grant will be offered in 2025, 
but information should be released in early 2025. 
 
Caitlin Motta: Discussed that the Girl Scouts will be hosting a 5K in 2025 and that as a committee we 
could revisit the possibility to do one possibly during the patriotic celebration weekend. There is an 
official route in Roebling and will be the same that will be utilized by the Girl Scouts. The parade will 
travel through Roebling in 2025. The committee will gather information and will discuss further. 
 
Donna Sadler: Shared that recreation softball through Little League has a policy where players may 
request a waiver to be released from their local town program and select another program to play for 
within Little League. There are some restrictions associated with the waiver, including that players 
entering other towns programs are not eligible for post regular season/tournament play. The challenge that 
local programs face is that some neighboring townships operate larger competitive travel programs that 
may accept players from any town. They also operate recreation league, which several travel players will 
participate in as well. This is where waivers are requested, so that the player participating on the out-of-
town travel team now wants to join the rec program in order to play with the teammates from the travel 
team. These situations slowly deteriorate local programs. 
 
As a means to discuss ahead of the upcoming season, Donna as the current president of the Florence 
Recreation Softball Program asked for the support of the recreation committee/recreation department to 
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aide in preserving the foundation of our programs should families request waivers. Chairman, Tony 
Pastore shared that the softball board should be encouraged not to accept waivers at this time and the 
committee agreed. It was also discussed that there may be circumstances where further explanation of a 
matter may merit consideration of a waiver (Ex. Burlington Township is now a part of the Florence 
boundary and if a player from that town has never played in Florence Township but has been a part of 
another towns program for a period of time, that it wouldn’t make sense for them to have to play for 
Florence softball if there wasn’t any existing relationship). These situations may be reviewed on a case by 
case basis, however it is with the support of the recreation committee/recreation department that 
recreation programs stand for more than competition and that there is value in supporting the local 
programs and establishing a foundation for players and families to participate in these community 
generated activities where social skills, friendships, local volunteers and fundamentals being taught are 
important components of the programs and should be preserved. 
 
Cindy Golway: Shared with the committee that high school student volunteers “Junior Coaches” of the 
recreation cheerleading program from this past season are going to be honored at an upcoming board of 
education meeting. Their efforts as positive role models for the cheer program and wonderful assistance 
to coaches worked out really well during the season. Cindy Golway and Don Nemeth as recreation 
program liaisons to football/cheer plan to attend. 
 
Kim Dembowski: Confirmed usage of the Florence Twp Community Center on February 23rd for an 
event for the Girl Scout Program. To date, 6 Troops from around the area (Roughly 60 Girl Scouts) will 
be taking part in the activities planned. 
 
Don Nemeth: Shared the importance of getting the field lights figured out to ensure proper operation and 
safety to the program participants. Don further described the need to make an adjustment to the Bullpens 
at the Babe Ruth Field so that they are set at an appropriate distance for pitchers. Don stated that either 
the recreation baseball program or the township should address the 3rd base line on Olaff Field. The grass 
extends from the dugout area to the base making for a dangerous corner for baserunners to turn towards 
Homeplate. The whole area should be dug out leaving only infield to remove this problem. Don addressed 
the inquiry of placing a pad beside the field hockey restroom as a means for the program to have a tented 
concession area during home weekends. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion of Motta, second by Sadler – 8:27pm 
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