Florence Township Recreation Committee Minutes 12/1/25

The Florence Township Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on 10/6/25 at the Florence
Township Municipal Building 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were
invited to attend the meeting in person.

The meeting was called to order by Recreation Committee Chairman, Tony Pastore at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Tony Pastore, Mary Pieretti, Don Nemeth, Tom Boracci, Martin Eckert, Kim
Dembowski, Cindy Golway, Donna Sadler, TJ Lovenduski, Toniann Carroll,
Tom Supey, Councilman Joseph Frappolli, Caitlin Motta

Absent:

Public Attendance:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Meeting of September 8, 2025 (Golway; Supey)

COORDINATORS REPORT

e 2025 Fall Recreation Program Injuries — Marty provided that several injuries were
reported through the recreation football program in recent weeks. Families were
contacted to check on participants and the leagues did a good job filling out incident
reports and following up with families as well.

CORRESPONDENCE

¢ Youth Bicycle Helmet Giveaway — The recreation committee planned a helmet
giveaway which was posted on the township Facebook. Several families submitted
inquiries and more than 50 helmets were given away to families. Remaining helmets are
earmarked to be given out during the Fall Fest.

e Recreation Incident — Oaklyn Football Field — Recreation football reported an incident
where adult spectators got into an altercation in the parking lot area of the away
recreation football game. Marty received reporting from board members and it was
understood that local authorities were called. Now that the issue is a police matter, all
correspondence will be handled through those channels. The committee did discuss the
conduct of the individuals involved and confirmed that the code of conduct through the
program had been signed. Marty is handling any appropriate follow up and
correspondence with the football and cheer board.



FACILITIES
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Municipal Facilities

Winterizations: Marty confirmed that sprinkler systems have been turned off and lines
blown out by the water department. Restroom facilities will be closed at the conclusion of
the fall season.

Recreation Softball Tournament — November: Donna Sadler confirmed that there will
be a softball tournament the first weekend of November. Dave Wright, Public Works
Superintendent will have crews prepping the fields for that weekend.

Board of Education Facilities
Recreation Basketball: Marty has submitted requests for use in November and December

for practices. Once the recreation insurance has been renewed for 2026 then requests may
be made for the New Year.

OLD BUSINESS

2025 Fall Fest — Fall Fest planning meeting has gone very well through the recreation
subcommittee running the details for the event. Public Works will have staff available to
assist and all cones, barricades and general needs will be onsite for placement by Friday
afternoon.

Pickleball Project: Marty is working with the contractors that were awarded and
leveling of the area, asphalt, concrete and temporary striping work will be completed
prior to winter. Marty is working with public works on fencing quotes, which placement
may be done before winter, but otherwise will go up at the end of winter. Final surface
coating and striping will be completed in the New Year as the asphalt must cure for a
period of time and painting must be done when temperatures remain consistent for a
period of time, which will not suffice heading into the late fall/early winter. This project
will be completed at the start of Spring 2026 and ready for use.

Fieldhouse: Marty has worked with the township engineer to prepare bids for phase 1 of
the project. Floor leveling and renovation of the existing locker room area to create an
ada compliant restroom are phase 1 of the project. Councilman Frappolli and Marty have
discussed the project at township council meetings and additional phases will be planned
through the winter months.

NEW BUSINESS

Youth Painting for the Holidays — Toniann Carroll provided information to the
planning of our next painting activity. Saturday, December 6™ is set for the event and we
can take 50 registrations.
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e Holiday Activities — Marty shared information for holiday tree lighting events, breakfast
with Santa and other annual occurrences. Once flyers are received they will be posted on
social media and through the township website.

e  Cruisin for a Cure in October — The FOP sponsored Cruisin for a Cure Event is quickly
approaching. Officer Darrell Fisher and the FOP are doing a great job preparing for this
event, where all proceeds will benefit the Susan G Komen Breast Cancer Research and
Support Foundation.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee Discussion: The committee discussed the following:

- Chairman, Tony Pastore — Shared that the cricket championship took place and it was a very well
attended family atmosphere. Members of the Cricket Association were on hand to present
trophies. Tony shared that the first season under the association went very well and the league has
plans to continue to provide maintenance needs and amenities to the field for next season. Overall
it was a great success. The committee thanked Tony for his time and efforts to formally organize
the league and association.

- Don Nemeth Shared that the field hockey program did not have home games remaining and that
they did not need portable lights for the field.

- Don Nemeth Discussed that the township needs to follow up on open field light issues at soccer
and football and this fall the breakdown at the one light pole at Veteran’s Softball Field. Marty
shared that administration is aware and Marty and Councilman Frappolli will follow up with the
discussions and about the possibility of LED.

- Pink Socs for October — The committee discussed the past commitment by Amazon to support the
pink socks for the recreation programs in October. Unfortunately, we did not receive a response
for this year and the leagues purchased themselves.

- Caitlin Motta — Shared with the committee with the improvements to the W 6™ Street playground
that when the township is reviewing road and sidewalk improvements if there may be some
thought given to establishing a sidewalk on the complex connecting the walking pat and sidewalk
areas to the playground.

- Don Nemeth & Caitlin Motta — Shared the need to look at the bleacher and bench areas at Marter
Field. The steps are no longer in good condition and spectator areas may be looked at as well to
place a small bleacher for next season.

Don Nemeth — Suggested having public works check all bleachers at the end of the fall season.
Several seem to have damage and damage to welded components. Marty will alert public works
to that and also remind that the sled used for football drill will also be in need of repair. Carlos
Roa is currently out and handled various welding projects, but it will be noted for when he returns
to discuss.

Don Nemeth — Noted that the Handicapped Parking spaces at Veterans Parking lot are faded and
need repainting.
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Tom Supey - Discussed trees that were requested in the past trees to be reviewed to be cut and
now that it has been another year and they have some large branches come down last year, he

would like to follow up to make sure these can be addressed before the Feast in the Woods event
in November.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Sadler, second by Golway — 8:15 pm
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