Florence Township Recreation Committee Minutes 10/6/25

The Florence Township Recreation Committee held a regular meeting on 9/8/25 at the Florence Township
Municipal Building 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were invited to
attend the meeting in person.

The meeting was called to order by Recreation Committee Chairman, Tony Pastore at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Tony Pastore, Mary Pieretti, Don Nemeth, Tom Boracci, Martin Eckert, Kim
Dembowski, Cindy Golway, Donna Sadler, TJ Lovenduski, Toniann Carroll,
Tom Supey, Councilman Joseph Frappolli

Absent: Caitlin Motta

Public Attendance: Gretchen Wilkins

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Meeting of August 4, 2025 (Lovenduski; Sadler)

COORDINATORS REPORT

e 2025 Fall Recreation Programs — Marty shared that fall registrations will begin games
next weekend. Registrations are solid for all programs and facilities have been reported as
well-maintained including grass length for field hockey and restroom cleanings.
Additional trash cans have been placed at fields and the recycling container placed near
recreation football and at the basketball courts are being used and there are noticeable
improvements to the litter problem we’ve had.

o Wilkie Park Proposed Pickleball Courts — Marty has met with in-house departments to
begin excavation of the area where the courts will be placed. Township public works and
water & sewer will place the base materials and level. Marty is requesting quotes from
companies for placement of posts, asphalt, coating & striping of the courts. Upon
completion, our public works department will install fencing around the pickleball courts,
will complete landscaping contours to ensure runoff of water and will create concrete
walkways for access. This grant is set to expire at the end of the year; thus, the project
will be slated for completion by winter.

e Legislative Grant — Railroad Avenue Playground — Marty shared that designs are
underway for the Railroad Avenue Playground and he will forward a 3D image of a
concept for the location. In addition, Marty is discussing with public works fence
replacement, general park cleanup and maintenance and additional amenities for the
grounds to create a completed project. We anticipate this playground to be completed by
Spring of 2026. Several elements of the preparation will be handled in-house.
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CORRESPONDENCE

FACILITIES

Golden Eagle Community Band — Roebling Tree Lighting — Marty shared that the
Golden Eagle Band that played the evening prior to our patriotic celebration will be
returning through a sponsorship by the Roebling Historical Society to play holiday
themed selections after the tree lighting in Roebling. Don Cammus is coordinating details
and will be submitting a letter to council for the event. Event time and other information
will be placed on a flyer for the public.

Recreation Committee Paint & Sip Event — Marty and Toniamm Carroll updated the
committee on details regarding the paint & sip event scheduled for the community center.
Toniann coordinated the various details with the help of other members of the committee.
The event sold out very quickly and looks to be a wonderful evening for residents to
enjoy in the community. The committee will be looking to host a similar event close to
the holidays that will be designed to be a youth painting event.

Municipal Facilities

Former PW Garage: Marty and Councilman Frappolli met with the engineers to finalize
a few open items and are awaiting the plans to be completed. Once reviewed and
accepted council will discuss the process to create a rfp to accept quotes for the work.
The committee inquired about a timeline once the project is awarded. Marty expressed
that some work is subject to temperature, especially the floor. The start of work will not
have an impact on cheer season, but we anticipate activity taking place once the program
concludes for the season.

No Smoking Signage: It was requested by recreation football to have additional No
Smoking signage placed at the corner of the game field where individuals congregate to
watch practices and games. The committee shared that this is a consistent problem and
the signage addresses the ban of smoking on the facilities but there is no enforcement, so
there has been no change. The committee noted that there is not a presence of officers at
recreation facilities and during the evening when there is no lighting in the area of the
playground along 6 Street, dozens of teens remain. Marty will follow up with the police
department to inquire if patrols can shine the light on the areas of the facility like the
dugouts and playgrounds after dark to share that the park is closed at dark and organized
recreation areas once practices end for the evening. Marty will share the areas of concern
regarding smoking and that if available, patrols stopping by recreation fields may aid in
prevention of smoking at facilities.

Board of Education Facilities

No additional information at this time.
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OLD BUSINESS

e 2025 Fall Fest — Fall Fest planning is moving along very well. The organizing committee
discussed various details, vendor totals and aligning schedules once products are
purchased and need to be stored in advance of the event. More information to follow and
the final prep meeting in October.

NEW BUSINESS

e Health and Wellness Initiative Programs — Marty shared that the new breathwork
program is doing very well and it will serve as an important resource for individuals
interested in learning breathing techniques for meditation, stress reduction and balance.

e OQOutreach Opportunity thru South Jersey Sewa — Sewa South Jersey is providing an
outreach event where meals, packaged goods and personal care products will be cooked and
assembled at the community center and delivered to the residents of the Roebling Arms
Apartments and Project Freedom. This outreach is aimed to honor the remembrance of 9/11
as a time of giving. There are roughly 120 individuals/families that will benefit from this
tremendous activity.

e Mayors Health & Wellness Committee Grant — Marty shared with the committee that he
applied for consideration for a grant to further expand our wellness offerings. This is geared
to supporting mental health initiatives and would be directed to add youth sessions of yoga
and breathwork along with providing educational materials supporting mental health. The
grant totals if awarded may be either $5,000/$10,000/$15,000. The release of awards is
projected to be by October 22,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Committee Discussion: The committee discussed the following:

(Cont.)

Resident, Cristin Mustillo brought awareness to the recreation committee about the ongoing
potential of the township designating an area in Roebling for affordable housing. The area was
noted as a wooded area along Hornberger Avenue located between the methodist church and the
businesses at the corner of 10" Avenue and Hornberger Avenue. This area may potentially extend
to the former VFW property that is owned by the township and possibly a portion of the
methodist church property as per Ms. Mustillo from her understanding through attending council
sessions along with other committee meetings (Including planning and zoning)

Don Nemeth Shared that the upcoming football & cheer camp in July was well attended (45 cheer
and 84 football participants). Don reminded that there needs to be additional No Smoking signage
placed near the shed by the practice field (Marty has ordered 10 more signs and is awaiting
arrival). Don asked for the restroom cleaning rotation to begin now that practices will be starting.
They were not cleaned for the first evening of the football camp. Don noted that the “Cattle
Shoot” has damage and asked if public works can remove from the practice field area and be
fixed. Don inquired about the flag and baseball banners still posted at the ball fields.

Don Nemeth — Requested follow up on lighting for field hockey during the fall months.
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- Don Nemeth - Don shared that West jersey Youth Football Weigh -in’s wen really well and
everyone was pleased with the layout, facilities and the overall cleanliness of the activity. This
event brings a large amount of people to the facility and they support local businesses and it
works out really well.

Don noted that when restrooms are cleaned that sometimes there are cobwebs along the ceiling
and if they can be hit as they are seen. Marty said he will share with public works and add to the
cleaning list, but is hopeful that some things when seen can be addressed by the programs and
overflow materials may be kept in concession stands.

Don shared that the home opener for recreation football will take place with a full day of games
on September 13

Don understands that Carlos is out at this time but reminded that the sled at football will need to
be welded at some point when there is an opportunity.

Don noted that the 2 parking spaces at Veterans parking lot need the blue paint refreshed to
identify and Handicapped.

- Donna Sadler — Asked Marty if he can forward an updated background check list and also any
contact information for the new incoming President/Vice President of Baseball.

- Tony Pastore — Shared that the cricket will have a championship weekend in late September and
he will look to attend along with other members of the cricket association. Tony expressed again
that the program has done well this year. He noted to ask public works if a few extra trash cans
may be available.

- Tom Supey — Shared tree concerns that have not been addressed for the past few years at the
scout house. He discussed that they have been looked at by the township and will activity that
takes place on the property and reflecting how a large branch that was unaddressed in the past
came down and could have caused damage or injury that he does not want this happening if it can
be avoided and the trees taken care of. Councilman Frappolli and Marty responded that they will
bring the matter to the administrator to have addressed right away.

Tom Supey also shared that the Feast in the Woods will take place on the weekend of November
21% and that in the past, water & sewer needed to flush the back up. Tom asked if they would be
able to check it before the event in hopes that if there is any build up it can be cleared to not cause
the need for response that weekend.

Tom also noted that with elections coming and in general if the tree line along the front of the
property can be cut back to provide a sight line for cars exiting the property, especially during the

evening. Marty will follow up with Tom Sahol and public works.

Scout Inquiry: Marty shared that Rob Castro inquired if the Scouts may move forward with the
placement of a flag pole on the scout house property that they will maintain. Marty will re-
confirm with the administrator

ADJOURNMENT

Motion of Dembowski, second by Golway — 8:34 pm
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