Florence Township Recreation Committee Special Meeting
Monday, April 22, 2024 -7pm
Florence Township Courtroom

The meeting was opened by the Chairman of the Recreation Committee, Tony Pastore. Recreation
Director, Martin Eckert welcomed all attendees and thanked the recreation committee for their time to
attend this special meeting. Martin Eckert shared that in order to confirm that everyone is on the same
page with the discussion of the cricket inquiries that he will read the following which provides a timeline
of meetings and discussion to date.

Martin Eckert stated that for the purposes of the meeting in an effort to avoid
confusion that the team which was approved for the field use over the past year
will be referred to as The Florence Cricket Team. The team inquiring about use of
the field will be referred to by their team’s name, Burlington Cricket Team. A
representative from the Burlington team (Ricky Singh) requested that the Florence
team be referred to as the “Lions” because he himself is a resident of Florence
and is not comfortable with the team being refereed to as “Florence”. Martin
Eckert complied with the request and restated that the team will be referred to as
the “Lions” as representing the team that was approved by the township for use
of the field over the past year.

Martin Eckert then read the following to all attendees:
Brief Timeline:

e Inall of 2023 the only contact relating to cricket has come from two
individuals representing the Florence Cricket Team (Lions). (Shivam Patel &
Ravi Patel)

e Asthe 2023 season concluded the field was left in good condition. Shivam
Patel expressed that the team (Lions) will be looking to discontinue
participating in the league they were a part of but instead work to develop
a Florence Cricket League which will be comprised of players of varying ages
and skill level. They will meet to discuss further field improvements upon
approval from the township and any such improvements will be funded
from the league.

e Inearly 2024 the “Lions” cricket team requested to resume with a new
season and now expanded from 6 teams to 10 teams.



Enter Burlington Cricket Team

February 2024 Halprit Singh expressed interest in bringing a team to play
cricket on the field and | explained that we have a team in Florence that
uses the field and could provide their contact. Halprit knew them and had
their contact information.

February 2024 Balvir Singh and Halprit Singh visited the township to further
discuss use on the RD Wood Field. Marty invited them to walk the municipal
complex fields to see if there were any areas that could be serviceable to
play. Balvir expressed that they are part of a 10 team Burlington County
League and are looking for a home field. He provided that they shared the
field with the Florence Cricket team (Lions) in 2023 where they played
games on one specific day each weekend. | provided that | was unaware
that a second team used the field as a “home field” and that | only had
been in contact with one group throughout. Balvir Singh shared that the
Burlington team helped to build the “pitch” which was used on RD Wood
Field.

| consulted with the Chairman of the Recreation Committee, Tony Pastore of
whom has met with the “Lions” in an effort to paint a picture of how the
township would envision the program moving forward. Further establishing
a board and creating clinics for children and/or adults from the community
to begin offering opportunity within the community. The Florence Cricket
team was agreeable to this. | explained to Tony that another team from
Burlington has expressed interest however they are a part of another
league which also has 10 teams chartered out of Burlington Township.
March 4, 2024 Recreation Committee Meeting: Chairman Pastore
discussed the request for use by the Florence Cricket team (Lions). Marty
provided information expressed by the Burlington Cricket team to use the
field for their league as well. The committee agreed that this is a new
program which has not yet developed and that in consideration with the
goals of creating a baseline program the original team which has worked
with the township would be approved. The committee cited that there is
only one field and that we are in the early stages of understanding the sport
and what the future vision of the property may be and we are notin a
position to field multiple leagues amounting to dozens of teams effectively.
The committee voted unanimously to grant permission to the Florence
Cricket team (Lions) for use of the field for the 2024 season.




March 18 2024 — Balvir Singh scheduled to meet with Mayor Marter,
Administrator Sahol, Committee Liaison Pastore and Rec Director Eckert.
(Mr Singh did not appear for the meeting and requested rescheduling)
March 19 2024 — Balvir Singh met with the same group (Marter, Sahal,
Pastore, Eckert) to discuss cricket and the use by the Burlington Cricket
Team. Echoing the same, that the Burlington team used the field the
previous year. Balvir Singh included that the Burlington team paid towards
the building of the pitch and helped build the pitch. Balvir Singh identified
himself as a member of the Burlington team. Balvir Singh expressed that
the team has been a Florence team for many years with players from
Florence Township. When asked the name of the team and its address, Mr.
Singh provided that the team has been in existence for 10 years and the
name is Burlington Cricket Club.

March 28 2024 — Committee member Don Nemeth, Director Eckert, Balvir
Singh, Halprit Singh, Shivam Patel, Ravi Patel met to attempt to iron out the
confusion. Each group spoke about how they interpret the use from 2023
and now for 2024. The Florence (Lions) team described communication
with the township and the building of the pitch over the past year. They
stated that roughly 2 months later the Burlington team reached out to use
the field to play matches. They agreed for the current season as at the time
they had a group of six teams playing, which allowed for excess time when
the field was not being used. When asked if it was accurate that the
Florence team (Lions) paid and built the pitch, Balvir Singh agreed that they
(Burlington Cricket Team) did not pay but offered to pay towards the pitch
right then. This statement was inconsistent with the previous meeting on
March 19", where the Burlington Team claimed that they paid and built the
pitch. The Florence team then offered for the Burlington Cricket team to
join the newly established Florence league and play games throughout the
season. The meeting concluded and Marty and Don provided that they
would update the rec committee on the discussion.

April 1 2024 — Recreation Committee meeting. Burlington Cricket team
(Several members) appeared and questioned the committee inquiring for
use of the field. Balvir Singh expressed that the Burlington team paid and
helped build the pitch. Martin Eckert interjected that in the previous
meeting that Mr. Singh stated that they did not build the pitch but offered
to pay towards it at that time. Balvir Singh replied acknowledging that they
would pay whatever the cost was for the pitch. This was stated in the
presence of all attendees and the recreation committee. A member of the




Burlington Cricket team added to the discussion that the Burlington team
has for many years attempted to gain access to a field for cricket within the
township. The recreation department has no record of such inquiries. The
potential of a field in Burlington Township was asked. Balvir Singh stated
that a field designated for cricket may be up to 2 years from now. The
recreation committee asked how long the Burlington team has played and
Balvir Singh replied that they have been a team for 10 years. Recreation
Committee member Tom Boracci asked Balvir Singh if he was a member of
this team for that period of time. Balvir Singh stated that he is a liaison
representing the team. At the conclusion the committee liaison Frank
Baldorossi asked Balvir Singh what they were looking for this season. Balvir
Singh explained that they were looking for field use to play home games for
the Burlington County Cricket League. (Shivam Patel was also in attendance
and provided the same information that was relayed at the March 28
meeting again offering for the Burlington Cricket team to join the Florence
league).

After both teams exited the meeting, the committee discussed the
information provided by both teams. The committee agreed that the
Florence team schedule is set and in progress. The best resolution at this
time is to request that the Florence team (Lions) conclude all matches
before 4pm so that the field may be used every Saturday from 4pm until
dusk by the Burlington Cricket team. (Attempting to place a team in
between a schedule of matches from a differing league may cause
confusion and overage time may take place and adversely affect the
schedule for the day) Enabling the Burlington team to pick up from 4pm till
dusk provides 3-4 hours of uninterrupted use. Additionally, the Florence
team has extended the opportunity for the Burlington team to also join
their league where they may be able to play during earlier time slots against
other teams on Saturdays or Sundays. If accepted, the Burlington team
would not only enjoy being part of the league with the ability to play
multiple teams throughout the season, they would also enjoy additional
time from 4pm to dusk to play county league games. (Chairman Pastore
provided information to Balvir Singh on April 3 2024)

Balvir Singh Responded April 3 2024 — Requesting information to appeal
the decision of the recreation department.



Tony Pastore responded April 4 2024 - (Direct from email). | would like to clarify
that the offer of use of R D Wood field to the Burlington cricket team of the
Burlington County Cricket League comes from the Recreation Committee
not the Recreation Department. The Committee worked to free up a time
slot for this team specifically so that they would have a home field for this
season. There are no specific measures other than the restrictions listed in
the previous email that were applied to the request for a home field for the
team in question. There are currently no provisions for appealing
Recreation Committee decisions. If the team is looking for additional local
playing time, the offer from Florence Cricket League to join their league is
still open.

Council Meeting — April 10 2024

Public Comment. Ricky Patel of the Burlington Cricket team expressed
again that Burlington paid for the cricket pitch. This statement has
remained inconsistent to acknowledgement by Balvir Singh on multiple
occasions confirming that the Burlington Cricket team did not pay for the
pitch but WILL pay for the costs from developing the pitch after the fact.

Second comment — referenced recreation department did not provide
enough information to the committee by Michael Muchowski. This comment
is not consistent considering that there have been several meetings which
included township administration, mayor, recreation committee
representatives, members of the public and recreation department. All
information has been discussed by all members of the recreation
committee throughout.

(End of reading of information provided by Martin Eckert)

The special meeting continued by representatives from each team
participating by stating their position.

Ricky Singh (Burlington Cricket team) — Provided that the team is
disappointed by the decision of the recreation committee. Mr. Singh again
claimed that they built the pitch, despite multiple meetings where this was
confirmed as inaccurate. Mr. Singh questioned the legitimacy of the
Florence team (Lions) and their addresses. Chairman Pastore rebutted the



statement by providing that he visited the field on Sunday, April 215t
unannounced and requested information from all players.

Mr. Pastore confirmed that of the 11 players on the Florence team (Lions)
that 8 out of the 11 were Florence residents. Mr. Singh was asked if the
Burlington team had played games against the Florence team (Lions) the
previous season and he relayed that they did not. After several attempts to
rephrase the question, Mr. Singh confirmed that they did play games
against the (Lions) on the Florence field. Mr. Singh was asked by members
of the committee why, as Florence residents, they would not want to join a
Florence League playing many of the same teams that were present the
previous year. Mr. Singh stated that they do not want to join the league and
that they are a part of the Burlington County Premier League.

Mr. Singh suggested that the Florence league instead join the county
league and that they would set the schedule and the Florence team (Lions)
could play. Chairman Pastore stated that was not the decision of the
committee and was not offered.

Recreation Committee member’s Donna Sadler and Caitlin Motta
addressed the Burlington team stating that recreation programs in the
township are all a part of township leagues and play one another. There are
not other leagues that assume use of township facilities. Teams are either
part of the league within the township or are visiting teams to play games.
Mr. Singh then stated that they are not comfortable playing with them
because they have been treated poorly and that the Florence Team (Lions)
is only interested in being a “Money Machine” and charging teams to play
and using the phrase “permit”.

Shivam Patel and Ravi Patel, members of the Florence Team (Lions) stated
that their understanding of the use by the team was in the effort to form a
league where at their own expense improvements may be made pending
approval from the township. They had paid to establish a “pitch” which Ravi
Patel confirmed that he contacted the recreation department in advance
and was approved. There are thoughts of future improvements such as
temporary fencing and general maintenance needs including improving the
grass on the property and investing in a permanent mat to place on the
pitch of a higher quality. In doing so, teams that participate during the
season paid fees towards future maintenance of the field as the team did
not assume that the township would budget to take on such costs.

Receipts presented by Ricky Singh were inconsistent and nothing was
noted specifically for the Florence Cricket Field. Home Depot receipts



averaging totals in the range between $18 - $25. Two Amazon pages
showing photos of cricket mats, but were not confirmed as purchased.

A quote or invoice that was not fully legible for clay showed delivery
location as Mill Creek Park, Willingboro and Venmo screen shots with
no explanation. Lastly, a one-page form between both teams supporting
use of the pitch by the Burlington team. No monies were specified on this
form and the use was set to expire at the end of 2023. No information
provided described clarification on expenditures. Furthermore, Chairman
Pastore, along with members Mary Pieretti and Donna Sadler stated that
any financial arrangements made between the teams were not something
that the township would handle. That would be a matter discussed between
parties as the township was not paid fees for the use of the field as it is not
a “rental”.

Members of the Florence team (Lions) shared that the Burlington Cricket
team in addition to playing in the Burlington County Cricket League is also
a member of another league which goes by the name New Jersey Premier
Cricket League (NJPCL). It was stated that the Burlington Cricket team
currently has a home field at Mill Creek Park in Willingboro and currently
has games scheduled. Because there are other teams that also use that
field, they need additional time slots in order to be a part of the larger
league (NJPCL) and that is why the Florence field is desired. The group
stating that they do not have a home field is being disputed as not factual
and can be easily proven by their schedule of games.

The Florence team (Lions) reconfirmed the offer to add the Burlington
Cricket team to the league immediately. The Burlington Cricket team
declined. Mr. Singh insinuated that the committee has had their decision
made up all along and that the meetings are all back door and that he was
unaware of them taking place. The committee challenged the statement by
referencing that Balvir Singh scheduled and attended meetings along with
Halprit Singh speaking on behalf of the Burlington Cricket team and Balvir
Singh stating that he served as the liaison for the team.

In conclusion, the recreation committee presented that the approved use
remains consistent with the decision rendered at the recreation committee
meeting on Monday, March 4, 2024 whereas the Florence Cricket team
(Lions) are approved for use of the RD Wood Field for the 2024 season.
This decision was upheld by unanimous vote of members. The committee
confirmed that the Burlington Cricket team provided no new information to
be considered. The committee agreed that offering the opportunity for the



Burlington Cricket team to join the Florence league as well as allotting time
from 4pm till dusk each week essentially gives the Burlington team more
time on the grounds than any other team in the league, however these
offerings have been deemed unacceptable by the Burlington team.

Chairman, Tony Pastore confirmed that bylaws and league structure
moving forward are being prepared for future review by the recreation
committee. Chairman Pastore will provide correspondence to the
Burlington Cricket team representative, Ricky Singh that the approved use
remains as voted by the committee. The offer for the Burlington Cricket
team to join the Florence league remains open at this time and a time slot
weekly on Saturdays from 4pm to Dusk remains available for consideration
by the Burlington Cricket team for use.

There was a motion by Chairman Pastore to end the meeting, which was
second by Donna Sadler at 8:51pm

Note: This summary of Minutes associated with Recreation Committee
Special Meeting of Monday, April 22, 2024 is confirmed accurate by
Recreation Committee Chairman, Tony Pastore. Formatted meeting
minutes will be forwarded to Florence Township Recreation Committee
along with minutes from the Monday, April 1, 2024 Recreation Committee
Meeting for review in advance of Recreation Committee Meeting scheduled
for Monday, May 6, 2024.
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Type of transactlon
Payments between friends

Transaction ID
3796253320219737409
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< Payment detalls -

RP

Ravikumar Patel

"Bee Fee"
- $232
Social activity
Qo Do
Status
Complete
Payment method
E'ﬂ"ﬂ TD Bank Personal Checking
==4 Bank - 3474

Transaction details
August 19,2023 5:30 PM - @ Private

Paid to
@Ravikumar-Patel-16

Type of transaction
Payments between friends

Transaction ID

3873126430642516114
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Ok 539pm
Thanks bhai

Bhai ;.4 v

© Message

iy

T,

Re’ﬁ’/’c‘\ SCI’?

Ravikumar Patel .
sl Deeydns reCe, v
-$232 preveens f

Sceal actvily

vy @

Sutys
Complete

Payment methad

Y TO Bank Personal Checking
Birk = 3474

Transaction details
August 19, 2023 5:30 PM - § Frivate

Paud ta
@Ravikumar-Patol-16

BRI
A Forwarded

275 +275+275= 825
412-180=$232.00 01 ppy oy .

We pay $412 501 oy

5:51 PM

August 20, 2023
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PERMIT AGREEMENT DISCLOSURE

This agresment is made batwoeen Shivam Patell Permit holder) and Harlnder S Thakhar (Permitte)

WHERE AS  the Permit holder has been granted permission by relevant authorities to have total
management of the cricket field located at Budine street Florence NJ 08518 (opposite the ST. PAUL
BAPTIST CHURCH),

WHERE AS the permit holder has granted permission to the permittee to use the cricket field only
Saturdays. Time period starting from May 6% 2023 through December 317 2023,

PERMITTEE HAS TO OBEY THE FOLLOWING,

- ¥he field cannot be use if the township requires the field for township purposes.
tHegal activities cannot be done on the grounds of the Cricket field (ALCOHOL ,SMOKING ETC).
Garbage needs to be put in the designated garbage bins (no garbage should be left on the field).
Ho foud music .
Cars need to be parked in designated spots.
No fights on the field.
Be mindful of your surroundings.
ve Permitte will be held accountable for any damages done to the equipment & field during
play period. ,
€. Afl equipment needs to be put back in the designated spot after use of equipment.
1. Permitte will be held accountable to any civilian injury and damages during play period.

ey

[ Lyt

P

=1
%

o0

#5iy Viotation of the rules will end in strict action starting from banning {Minimum Penalty} for

period of time from using field upto termination of permit. (Maximum Penalty: 5 Consitent

Yiniztion].

Permit fee is not refundabel under any circumstances. > Qg YD _!_;;\‘L/
[ Do Db asrifed. oL

Permitte will be held accountable for any of the above violations.

/B/ ; /51 f‘k? Sa }‘jLs

PERMIT HOLDE!%@:;Z? Patel. Signature: Trems Ao oomas for 'wa’,‘aj U
e u b 11 -
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& ~J ok TCoAn To N3 c “{:' ale
PERIWTIEE : Harinder § Takhar . Signature: - Cuples nel by

{« oo /?"’?a;.’f’(."!:\é? 5.

il TL@'-/

r,-ﬂ(/gr g ﬁ/éﬂ.ch (L | >
C/e:’r-?/‘»-’.‘(?. 7TE AN Jend

DATE; '
0«5 / 0 lf / 20 23 e o lﬂ,,,,ﬂgc,( Fa y T p oo (458

{

Figld. Thay fate respees

T o

— ;o r,’
Veels fe St € e r TR fatlonsd
TS D
. . i .- . wp;— -,
~iwlas . 6’(/‘7/”’"5"(5']' Asemg 207
= < e

%
. - . | i . T fa ST
:*fu,-p-,-:'” os fleenct [oas o7

. = nt 7

o . i - 2 .

Yy Cr r\_:"'«'"ﬂ él.// e b 38 ';—’ b ':{J
j s

1



LTQ.:

ﬁ?}’ Today at 5:04 PM

httos://web.whatsapp.com

2054 Harprit Singh

Q  Glick on Image 10 zaom

Delivery in 4-8 weeks
Cricket Mat Premium Quality
Brown Jute Local Store Pickup
Only

TOP CRICKET STORE | SKU: CRIC-MATS-FULL-BROW

Size: Full

o =]

Color: Brown

Price: $1,59999 $1,609:9%

From $144.41/rmo with shop %)
'
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2054 Harprit Singh

Today at 5:04 PM & ﬁ E @

D o€ Smé,«,;,-Te’c./; L{~ }j_ _/’\ (‘

B, Risky Seajl

J Ty 6"&“’}"&& C,>'FC1/"'(‘"€€—r

,’V} T -‘,\J R /:/i/ O/C e @ ATETIED

Subtotal $1,6500° of Flfffllxc*—f(’- ',f/a reAcp TR

. T @
Proceed to checkout (1 item) /4 &5 7"/«Pn~ G AN ~

Le1s

Cricket Matting, Heavy Duty
| Jute with Canvas Ends and...

&l 41,6500
FREE delivery Tue, Apr 2
Only 3 left. Order now.

- Shipped from: William F Kempf &
Son Inc

jw) 1 + Delete Save for later

prosncsim

B

(]

Returns are easy
30-day returns on millions of items

$10 Pay £1,655:60 $1,640.00 for this
order. Get a $10 Amazon Gift
Arazdn Card upon approval for the
Gift Cand Amazon Store Card.

14 of 14
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