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By HUGH HARPER
If the police had been a
¢ little more alert, Florence
« Township might be in every
L American history book.
The town’s near miss with

o S

immortality goes back to 1804

S0 no one on the force today
can be blamed.

In June of 1804, Aaron Burr
shot Alexander Hamilton in a
duel at Weehawken, N.J.

Historic Fame Passed Florence

To escape- retribution, Burr
jumped on a horse and head-
ed south. At Florence he had
to travel down Schuler’s Fer-
Ty rd. to catch the boat to
Philadelphia,

' HE MADE IT ;

As it turned out, he made it
and lived on to a ripe old age,
But, as Florence Mayor Ken-
neth Wilkie says, “If our po-
lice had just been on their
toes, we would be famous.”

The mayor admits, however,
that even today, Florence
is not a very likely place to
catch an interstate criminal.
The action probably  would
take place on the Jersey

Turnpike and, as in 1804,
Sweep right on past the pleas-
ant riverside village.

Even though Florence didn’
- make the historical big time,
it once was quite a famous
place in the Delaware Valley,
It was in fact, a rather plush
resort so popular with Phila-
delphians . that the streets
were named for the big city.
DATES BACK TO 1820

Chestnut, Walnut, Broad
and Front sts, still carry the
local traffic. And, although
the old bandstand ig gone,
acres of park land stil] line
the bluffs above the river at
‘Florence,

The resort days date back
to 1820 when a magnificent
hotel stood 'beside the Dela-
ware.

For more than 100 years
well - to - do Philadelphians
sailed up the river on private
yachts and excursion boats to
debark at the now-vanished
Florence Whart. Then they
would check in to the Flor-
ence Hotel,

The hotel still stands, But,
sadly, none of the voyaguers
of an early day would be like-
ly to recognize it.

BUILDING CONVERTED

After a long history of glow-
ing entertainment and opulent
| relaxation, the change in the
' Delaware = River transporta-
tion system spelled the end of
Florence as a resort. The big
edifice stood empty and de-
caying until, in 1949, the town-
ship bought it and turned it
into a municipal building,

‘Today, the town clerk sits
just about where the punch
bowl used to be, Farther
down the hall, the Police De-
partment is centered around
the old ballroom bandstand.
And when citizens turn out to
hear their town council, they
sit in folding chairs in the
room where elegant divang

Continued on Page 4, Col. 1
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Florence Landmark

The War Memorial as seen from Township Buil
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