Florence Township Council Reqular Session 5/21/25

Florence, New Jersey
May 21, 2025

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. The meeting was called to order by Council President Frappolli at
7:00 p.m. Council President Frappolli led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk: Notice was posted on the municipal bulletin
board on January 3, 2025; published in the Burlington County Times on January 12, 2025, placed on the
Township website and given to the Courier Post for information.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Frank Baldorossi, John Fratinardo, Nicholas Haas, Joseph Frappolli

Also Present:  Mayor Kristan |. Marter; Thomas A. Sahol, Township Administrator; Robert
Wright, Esg., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise
Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk

Absent: Talaya Loftin

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Closed Session of May 7, 2025
e Regular Session of May 7, 2025
e Regular Session of May 14, 2025

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Haas to approve the minutes. Voice vote — All ayes.

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE
e Township Clerk’s Monthly Report for April 2025
e Tax Collector’s Monthly Water/Sewer Report for April 2025
e Tax Collector’s Monthly Tax Report for April 2025

Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to approve the financial correspondence. Voice vote — All ayes.
Motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Fratinardo Haas, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Loftin Unanimous vote — Motion carried

REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE
A. Police Chief’s Monthly Report for April 2025

Motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to approve the correspondence. Voice vote — All ayes.
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APPLICATIONS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Baldorossi to open the public comment portion of the meeting. Seeing no

one wishing to be heard it was a Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to close public comment. Voice
vote — All ayes.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-105
Supporting Burlington Township’s Application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation
for a 4-Ton Weight Limit on Columbus Road (C.R. 543) and Burlington-Bustleton Road (C.R. 661)

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-106
Supporting Bulington City’s Application to New Jersey Department of Transportation for a
4-Ton Weight Limit on Columbus Road (C.R. 543)

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-107
Authorizing Filing a Municipal Alliance Grant

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-108
Approve Payment Certificate #2 for FY 2024 NJDOT Trust Fund Resurfacing of
Broad Street to Black Rock Enterprises

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-109
State Aid Change Order #2 Final to Contract for FY 2024 NJDOT Trust Fund
Resurfacing of Broad Street

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-110
Calling for the Restoration of Energy Taxes to Municipalities

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-111
Requesting Burlington County Engineer to Assist Florence Township with an Application to the
NJDOT for a 4-Ton Weight Limit on Columbus Road (C.R. 543) and
Burlington-Bustleton Road (C.R. 661)

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-112
Approval to Submit a Grant Contract with the NJDOT for the Improvements to
Broad Street, Phase 111 Project

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-113
Opposing New Jersey Protecting Against Climate Threats/Resilient Environments and
Landscape Rules (NJPACT)

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-114
Authorize Mayor to Sign an Application for a NJDEP Bureau of Safe Drinking Water Permit for a
Proposed Development of Block 160.01, Lots 4, 11.01, 11.02 & 24

Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to take all of the Resolutions together on one vote. Motion of
Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to approve Resolution Nos. 2025-105 through 2025-114.
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Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Fratinardo, Haas, Frappolli

e NOES: None

e ABSENT: Loftin Unanimous vote — Motion carried
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-16
Amending Chapter 134 of the Florence Township Code to Establish Stop
Intersections at William Avenue and Grove Street
(Introduction and 1% Reading) (2™ Reading & Public Hearing June 4, 2025)

Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to approve Ordinance No. 2025-16.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Fratinardo, Haas, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Loftin Unanimous vote — Motion carried

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-17
Amending Chapter 140 of the Florence Township Code Entitled “Water and Sewers”
to Provide for Specific Billing Methods Relating to Motel Uses
(Introduction and 1% Reading) (2™ Reading & Public Hearing June 4, 2025)

Motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to approve Ordinance No. 2025-17.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Fratinardo, Haas, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Loftin Unanimous vote — Motion carried

REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS
None at this time.

REPORTS: ADMINISTRATION

Mayor

Mayor Marter explained that she received a request to possibly put a sports complex on the Roebling Mill
site. The project would be similar to an indoor Olympic type of arena for multi-purpose sporting events to
include track, swimming, softball, baseball, soccer, football, etc. The company, which is an LLC that has
been involved in sports for a very long time and also does a lot of nonprofit work, would be seeking
ownership of the mill. It would be a host or a destination site even for college level sports where neutral
facilities are required and would be more geared as a showcase type of facility. The concern is the intensity
on that piece of property because of the location and the amount of people that would be visiting. She
wanted Council to have the opportunity to discuss whether or not that would be something to consider on
that site. The NJDEP would require them to be fully vetted from a financial standpoint but they don’t want
to go through the process if there is no interest from the town.

Administrator Sahol explained that if you put something of this nature on that site, there would be lighting
and noise and you would also be talking about 10,000-15,000 people coming through onto Hornberger
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Avenue which cannot handle that amount of traffic. When Conair came in and wanted to put in two 1
million square foot warehouse facilities, they knew they couldn’t come up Hornberger and they were
looking at putting in a full blown interchange on Route 130 by Spring Factory Road which is what would
make things like this work. He is not aware how much they are looking to invest in this. Council needs to
consider whether or not we have the infrastructure to sustain that much intensity.

Administrator Sahol shared a study that was done in 2023 when an RFQ was put out for the mill site. Mayor
Marter explained that at that time we didn’t get any response to the RFQ. The DVRPC prepared a market
study to give us an idea of what they felt was appropriate to be on that property, considering its location
and the market, and they recommended “industrial” which is not the way that we want to go. Council
agreed to consider the options.

Mayor Marter reminded Council that the Carnival is next week.

Administrator

Administrator Sahol explained that Burlington County announced that they are going to reopen the
Burlington County Parks Grant which is a grant we used to apply for every year. It is a very good grant
program and Florence was successful every year. We last applied at the end of 2018 and received the
funding in 2020 and did some nice work for the town. He spoke with Marty Eckert and he agreed to take
the lead on an application and come back to Council at a future meeting with recommendations. What
scores really high on the grant proposal is the children, community and accessibility. We just built a
tremendous inclusionary playground on West Sixth Street and the Roebling Park on Riverside Avenue
definitely needs something similar. When Marty comes in they will get into more detail on creating two
large destination parks for the community. This will be a great opportunity for us.

He also explained that we had received a tennis court grant and there is still a substantial amount of money
leftover because we did so well with rehabilitating the tennis courts at Wilkie Park. One of the things that
the grant actually stated is pickle ball and there is a very good chance we can develop an entire pickle ball
complex of 2-3 courts at Wilkie Park, which is where the grant is associated. He is going to bring back
some concept ideas for Council’s input.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council Representative Frappolli asked about the tree planting along the trail on the west end of town.
Administrator Sahol stated that it had been completed and he had spoken to Council Representative Loftin
and she said that Ted Lovenduski, the members of the commission and the volunteers did a tremendous job
and it looks beautiful.

Council Representative Frappolli reported that he received a complaint regarding the playground at the end
of West Third Street regarding noise and people being there late causing disturbances. The lights had been
vandalized and had been out for a bit, but they’ve since been repaired. He also explained that there have
also been disruptions at the library with youth; they won’t leave, rolling on the floor, causing disturbances,
using foul language, and the police were called. The Library Association put out a statement about people
disrupting this area. Rita Carnival shared a newly finished copy of the Constitution Bylaws of the library
which now states that you can be banned from the building for a six month period.

Council discussed having police officers on bikes patrolling the parks. Administrator Sahol agreed to speak
to the Chief of Police about options.
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NEW BUSINESS
Council President Frappolli mentioned that at Waterworks Park the trees are bending and not holding up
and the park looks a mess and needs to be cleaned up. Administrator Sahol agreed to have that addressed.

BOARD OF HEALTH
None at this time.

MISCELLANEQUS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Haas to open the meeting up to the public at this time. Seeing no one
wishing to be heard, it was a motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to close the public comment portion
of the meeting. Voice Vote — All Ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion of Haas seconded by Baldorossi to adjourn. Voice vote — All ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC
Township Clerk
Ijs
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