Florence Township Council Reqular Session 3/19/25

Florence, New Jersey
March 19, 2025

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. The meeting was called to order by Council President Frappolli at
7:00 p.m. Council President Frappolli led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk: Notice was posted on the municipal bulletin
board on January 3, 2025; published in the Burlington County Times on January 12, 2025, placed on the
Township website and given to the Courier Post for information.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: John Fratinardo, Nicholas Haas, Talaya Loftin, Joseph Frappolli

Also Present:  Mayor Kristan |. Marter; Thomas A. Sahol, Township Administrator; Robert
Wright, Esg., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise
Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk

Absent: Frank Baldorossi

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Session of March 5, 2025
e Closed Session of March 12, 2025
e Regular Session of March 12, 2025

Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to approve the minutes. Voice vote — All ayes.

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE
e Township Clerk’s Monthly Report for February 2025
e Court Administrator’s Monthly Report for February 2025
e Tax Collector’s Monthly Water & Sewer Report for February 2025

Motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to approve the financial correspondence. Voice vote — All ayes.
Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Fratinardo Haas, Loftin, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Baldorossi Unanimous vote — Motion carried
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REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE
A. Police Chief’s Monthly Report for February 2025
B. Letter from Florence Township Volunteer Fire Co. #1 requesting use of Wilkie Park on
Sunday, April 13, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. (rain date Saturday, April 19" for the Annual Easter
Egg Hunt.

Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Haas to receive and file the correspondence. Voice vote — All ayes.

APPLICATIONS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Motion of Fratinardo, seconded by Loftin to open the Public Comment. Seeing no one wishing to be heard,
it was a Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to close the Public Comment portion of the meeting.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-76
Township of Florence Avails Itself of the 2025
Revised Budget Introduction and Adoption Dates
Motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to approve Resolution No. 2025-76.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Fratinardo, Haas, Loftin, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Baldorossi Unanimous vote — Motion carried

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-77
Refund Construction Permit Fee

Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to approve Resolution No. 2025-77.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Fratinardo, Haas, Loftin, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Baldorossi Unanimous vote — Motion carried

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-78
Refer 61 Cathy Lane Redevelopment Plan to the Planning Board

Motion of Loftin, seconded by Fratinardo to approve Resolution No. 2025-78.

Council Representative Haas asked if the Planning Board is reviewing the entire redevelopment plan and
then it will come back to Council. Administrator Sahol explained that there won’t be any major
modifications to that intersection as part of this, that will actually be occurring on the State’s plans. They
committed in working with the town with some widening at some point which requires additional lands.
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Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Fratinardo, Haas, Loftin, Frappolli
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Baldorossi Unanimous vote — Motion carried

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-79
Certification of Compliance with EEOC’s Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest
and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions

Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to approve Resolution No. 2025-79.
Administrator Sahol explained that this certification is needed when we do our budget certifying and
agreeing that we follow the rules of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which basically states that we cannot

discriminate against anyone for arrests and things like that at the time of an application.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Fratinardo, Haas, Loftin, Frappolli

e NOES: None

e ABSENT: Baldorossi Unanimous vote — Motion carried
ORDINANCES

None at this time.

REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS

Council Representative Frappolli explained that recreational basketball just ended and it looked as though
they had a pretty good season. The Recreation Committee met with Ted, Tom and Marty in reference to
the former Public Works garage and they are starting to put some developmental plans together for moving
that along.

Council Representative Frappolli reported that the Carnival will be held Wednesday, May 28" through
Saturday, May 31%. The Patriotic Celebration will be Saturday July 12" with a rain date of July 13". He
also stated that Marty is taking part in the anti-drug and alcohol program which is a part to a leadership
series through Rutgers University and takes place every Tuesday. He commended the Public Works
Department on their efforts in cleaning up the recreational fields.

Council Representative Frappolli asked the Administrator about the tree-line along the walking path.
Administrator Sahol explained that the materials will be ordered if they have not been ordered already and
will continue to be installed along the path in the spring planting season.

REPORTS: ADMINISTRATION

Mayor
Mayor Marter read the Arbor Day Proclamation in to the record. April 25" is Arbor Day and our township

cleanup day is April 26",

Mayor Marter announced Donald Cammus as this year’s Grand Marshal for the Patriotic Celebration this
year. She explained that it wasn’t very hard for her this year, no matter what, Mr. Cammus always steps in
whenever anything needs to be done. Originally from Germany, he came over on the SS United States in
1955, learned English, and served our Country in the Marine Corps in the Vietham War. He is always
willing to lend a hand and has done a lot of work with the Roebling Museum and every township event.
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Administrator

Administrator Sahol reminded council that the Turnpike Authority’s presentation for the bridge will be
Thursday, March 13", He also explained that he had a conversation with the Tax Collector and CFO and,
the past few years the Township has been sending out estimated tax bills so that we can continue with an
even, steady revenue stream. Traditionally the state and county are very slow to get us the tax rates so
sometimes we have to put out Tax Anticipation Notes (TANS) just to keep the money flowing. Council
will be getting a resolution at a future meeting to set the rate for the estimated tax bills that will go out so
that there is consistency with paying the bills. We are always very careful not to underestimate so that,
come November you are not getting another big bill so we always err a little on the side of safety so, if
anything, in November you get a little bit of a pressure relief with the taxes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council Representative Haas asked the Administrator if he had heard back from the Turnpike on the letter
for Cedar Lane? Administrator Sahol explained that a letter has been prepared in draft form and there are
about eight people being copied on that letter when it goes out.

Council Representative Haas also asked about the Road Program for this year. Administrator Sahol
explained that the staff is meeting on some Capital Improvement projects next week and then we can begin
to put together a project list of purchases as well as road program streets and we can develop a 5-10 year
projection. He has a list of about 15 different streets on there and some of them are very big where they
could literally take up almost all of the entire road program budget. But there are some roads where you
can go in and make marked improvement with some small scale projects which is what we are going to be
recommending toward the end of the year after we get the engineers estimates and some preliminary concept
designs in. We would probably put the ordinances in place at the end of the year and prepare for a road
project in the new year. There is not room in the capital appropriations portion of the budget in order to
put more bonding capacity on the street right now. Council Representative Haas asked about getting
patches on the roadway on Riverview Drive. Administrator Sahol explained that new material was just
ordered to repair potholes and as soon as it is received those repairs will be scheduled..

Council Representative Loftin asked for an update on the Township website, specifically when the
Environmental Commission can add information. Administrator Sahol explained that as soon as the
Commission gives content to post, it can and will be posted.

NEW BUSINESS
None at this time.

BOARD OF HEALTH
None at this time.

MISCELLANEOUS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Motion of Haas, seconded by Fratinardo to open the meeting up to the public at this time.
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Don Cammus, 580 E. Sixth Street, stated that he is truly humbled because he attends a lot of meetings and
he sees a lot of friends and neighbors that take on roles, like Council, and that is the arduous task. What he
does is easy, he just shows up and puts a few things together. He is honored because he knows the type of
work that goes into public policy and the formulation of things to get done. He thanked Mayor and Council
for the honor to be this year’s Grand Marshal.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was a motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to close the public
comment portion of the meeting. Voice Vote — All Ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to Adjourn. Voice Vote — All Ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC
Township Clerk
Ijs
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