Florence Township Council Reqular Session 3/5/25

Florence, New Jersey
March 5, 2025

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. The meeting was called to order by Council Vice President Fratinardo
at 7:00 p.m. Council Vice President Fratinardo led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk: Notice was posted on the municipal bulletin
board on January 3, 2025; published in the Burlington County Times on January 12, 2025, placed on the
Township website and given to the Courier Post for information.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Frank Baldorossi, Nicholas Haas, Talaya Loftin, John Fratinardo

Also Present:  Mayor Kristan |. Marter; Thomas A. Sahol, Township Administrator; Robert
Wright, Esg., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise
Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk

Absent: Joseph Frappolli

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Session of February 12, 2025
e Regular Session of February 19, 2025

Motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to approve the minutes. Voice vote — All ayes.

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE
e Tax Collector’s Monthly Tax Report for January 2025
e Tax Collector’s Monthly Water & Sewer Report for January 2025

Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to approve the financial correspondence. Voice vote — All ayes.
Motion of Haas, seconded by Baldorossi to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Haas, Loftin, Fratinardo
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Frappolli Unanimous vote — Motion carried

REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE
None at this time.
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APPLICATIONS
A. On-Premise 50/50 for the Roebling Museum on April 26, 2025 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 100
Second Avenue
B. Social Affair Permit for Francis W. Robbins Post 194 American Legion for Night at the Races
Fundraiser on March 28, 2025 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Loftin to receive and file the correspondence. Voice vote — All ayes.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Haas to open the Public Comment. Seeing no one wishing to be heard,
it was a Motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to close the Public Comment portion of the meeting.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-64
Award Contract for Architectural Services

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-65
Authorize Refund Housing Inspection Fee, Block 155.03, Lot 4

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-66
Authorize Refunds of Certain Tax Overpayments

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-67
Self-Review of Municipal Budget

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-68
Introduce 2025 Municipal Budget

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-69
Authorizing a Five-Year Tax Exemption and Abatement Agreement Between the
Township of Florence and 900 Richards Fun Investors, LLC

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-70
Updating Personnel Policies and Procedures for the Township of Florence to
Reflect Modifications in Payroll Transactions

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-71
Change Order No. 1 for PFAS Treatment System

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-72

Emergency Temporary Appropriation

Council Vice President Fratinardo stated that this year Florence Township qualifies for self examination of
the municipal budget. We have to adopt a resolution to that effect. Can | have a motion to approve
resolution 2025-67 Self Review of the Municipal Budget?

Motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to approve Resolution No. 2025-67.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:
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e YEAS: Baldorossi, Haas, Loftin, Fratinardo
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Frappolli Unanimous vote — Motion carried

Council Vice President Fratinardo called for a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-68 Introduce 2025
Municipal Budget?

Motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to approve Resolution No. 2025-68.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Haas, Loftin, Fratinardo
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Frappolli Unanimous vote — Motion carried

Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to approve Resolution Nos. 2025-64 through 2025-66 and Nos. 2025-
69 through 2025-72.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Haas, Loftin, Fratinardo

e NOES: None

e ABSENT: Frappolli Unanimous vote — Motion carried
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-09
Fixing the Compensation of Certain Officials and Employees of the Township of Florence
(2™ Reading, Public Hearing & Adoption)

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Haas to open the Public Hearing. Seeing no one wishing to be heard,
Motion of Haas, seconded by Baldorossi to close the Public Hearing.

Motion of Haas, seconded by Loftin to approve Ordinance No. 2025-09.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Haas, Fratinardo, Loftin
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Frappolli Unanimous vote — Motion carried

ORDINANCE NO. 2025-10
Amending Chapter 134 of the Florence Township Code to Establish Parking Restrictions at
25 West Third Street and 69 Main Street
(2™ Reading, Public Hearing & Adoption)

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Haas to open the Public Hearing. Seeing no one wishing to be heard,
Motion of Haas, seconded by Baldorossi to close the Public Hearing.

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Loftin to approve Ordinance No. 2025-10.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:
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e YEAS: Baldorossi, Haas, Fratinardo, Loftin
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: Frappolli Unanimous vote — Motion carried

REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS

Council Representative Loftin stated that the official Florence Community Clean Up Day will be held on
April 26™. With the assistance of Marty Eckert and Ted Lovenduski there will be two clean up stations,
one in Roebling and the other in Florence. They will also be coordinating Arbor Day tree planting with the
Boy Scouts. The pollinator garden planting will be held on May 3™ with a rain date of May 10™. The
Riverbank Charter School third graders have been invited to come out and help. There will be water ice
set up and take home planting kits for the kids.

Council Representative Fratinardo mentioned that the Florence Township High School had their play
performance. He stated that it was a very good show and the kids did a fantastic job.

REPORTS: ADMINISTRATION

Mayor

Mayor Marter explained that flyers had been sent through the mail with regards to the expansion of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Bridge. We will be hosting their meeting here on March 20" from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. and there will be a presentation explaining the plan and the public can comment and provide input.

Administrator

Administrator Sahol thanked Council for all of their efforts and dedication and commitment in introducing
the 2025 Municipal Budget. Through their hard work and dedication last year and facing some hard facts
it has placed us in a much better position than last year. Last year there was a 6 penny increase and this
year is a modest 3 penny increase, it could have been far worse. The fund balance is growing and utilization
of fund balance is down. Last year we utilized about 85-86% of the fund balance and this year we are
recognizing about 45% utilization which is much better than expected. We are coming out of a tough time
and heading in a positive direction. We have not cut any services and the departments are still very capable
of handling everything that comes at them. The increase for the average homeowner is $6.03 a month
which is far better than what we had to take on last year.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None at this time.

NEW BUSINESS
A. 2025 Carnival Agreement for Council approval

Administrator Sahol explained that this is the same each year, it is just for Council to review and approve.
Council agreed.

BOARD OF HEALTH
None at this time.

MISCELLANEOUS

Council Representative Loftin asked if there is a plan to do any plantings along the path on West Fifth
Street by St. Paul’s Church as a buffer between the cricket games at the fields and the outdoor church
services. Administrator Sahol stated that Ted Lovenduski is currently working on getting plants for the rest
of the trail. There is no intention to create a hedgerow along that path, but there will be interspersed
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materials. He mentioned getting a subcommittee together to discuss what areas in particular need
addressing.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to open the meeting up to the public at this time.

Tony Pastore, 1063 Hornberger Avenue, stated that the cricket league had spoken to people at the church
because the games do overlap services and they were told that it was not interfering and asked if that is not
accurate to please let him know so he can reach out to the church because maybe they did not talk to the
right people. Council Representative Loftin agreed to get him the correct contact information.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was a motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Haas to close the public
comment portion of the meeting. Voice Vote — All Ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion of Loftin, seconded by Haas to Adjourn. Voice Vote — All Ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC
Township Clerk
Ijs
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