Florence, New Jersey 08518
February 6, 2025

The regular meeting of the Florence Township Environmental Commission was held on the
above date in the Municipal Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. The meeting
was called to order at 7:04 P.M. followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was
read: “I would like to announce that this meeting is being held in accordance with the provisions
of the Open Public Meetings Act. Adequate notice has been provided to the official newspapers
and posted in the main hall of the Municipal Complex”.

Upon roll call the following Commissioners were found to be present:

Melanie Mieczkowski Talaya Loftin
David Mudge John Pagano
Deepa Patel Michelle Kryzkalski-Ryan

ABSENT: Paul Ordog, Dave Yansick
EXCUSED: Saphan Pickett

OLD BUSINESS
A. Earth Day Clean-Up Event

The Earth Day Clean Up event will be held on Saturday, April 26. Chairman Mudge reached out
to the high school to see if there is an active Environmental club at the high school. Ms.
Kryzkalski-Ryan said he can follow up with the school. Groups of volunteers can be assigned to
different parks, or sections of town to clean up. Public Works will need to be notified to supply
the trash bags, as well as designate locations to pick up the full trash bags after the event.

Mr. Pagano mentioned coordinating an event where residents can drop off recyclable items that
the Township doesn’t pick up. One item mentioned was tires since our recycle yard doesn’t take
them.

The Commission will also be getting a table again for the Steel Mill Fair which is taking place on
May 17. This is also a good opportunity to spread the information about the pollinator garden
and other information.

This information will need to be added to the township website as well as the Township’s
Facebook page. Ms. Loftin is going to check with the office to see if these things can be added.

MINUTES

A Motion was made by Mr. Pagano, seconded by Ms. Loftin to adopt the minutes from the
January 11, 2024 meeting after one change is made to the attendance. Motion unanimously
approved by all members present.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Tony Hagan, a township resident, dropped off some information a list of towns that have already
adopted a “Skip the Stuff” ordinance. He did not stay in attendance. The Skip The Stuff
ordinance is a part of the Clean Water Action. It restricts food establishments from giving out



6.

plastic utensils unless a customer asks. The Commission doesn’t feel like this is an issue with our
local restaurants as it is hard to determine where the littered utensils come from.

ADJOURNMENT
It was the Motion of Ms. Patel, seconded by Mr. Pagano to adjourn the meeting at 7:44 p.m.
Motion unanimously approved by all members present.

Michelle Ryan-Krzykalski, Secretary
MRK/amh



