Florence, New Jersey 08518
January 16, 2025

The reorganization meeting of the Florence Township Environmental Commission was held on the above
date in the Municipal Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. The meeting was called to order
at 7:02 P.M. followed by a salute to the flag. The following statement was read: “I would like to
announce that this meeting is being held in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act. Adequate notice has been provided to the official newspapers and posted in the main hall of the
Municipal Complex”.

Upon roll call the following Commissioners were found to be present:

Melanie Mieczkowski Paul Ordog

David Mudge John Pagano, Planning Board Rep.
Saphan Pickett, Alt. #2

Michelle Ryan-Krzykalski

ABSENT: Talaya Loftin, Council Rep; Dave Yansick, Alt. #1
EXCUSED: Deepa Patel

REAPPOINTED COMMISSIONERS
- Dave Yansick, Alternate #1

- Michelle Ryan-Krzykalski

- Deepa Patel

The above were reappointed to the Commission.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2025
Motion was made by Ms. Pickett , seconded by Mr. Pagano to hominate David Mudge as Chairman.
Motion for Mr. Mudge as Chairman was unanimously approved by all members present.

Motion was made by Ms. Pickett, seconded by Mr. Pagano to nominate Deepa Patel as Vice Chairman.
Seeing no other nominations, Motion for Ms. Patel as Vice Chair was unanimously approved by all
members present.

Motion was made by Mr. Pagano, seconded by Ms. Mieczkowski to nominate Michelle Ryan-Krzykalski
as Secretary. Seeing no other nominations, Motion was made by Chairman Mudge, to close nominations.
Motion for Ms. Ryan-Krzykalski as Secretary was unanimously approved by all members present.

Motion was made by Chairman Mudge, seconded by Ms. Mieczkowski to nominate Anne-Marie
Hellmann as Clerk of the Commission. Motion for Ms. Hellmann as Clerk of the Commission was
unanimously approved by all members present.

RESOLUTIONS
A. Resolution #2025-01 - Annual Schedule of Meetings

Motion was made by Ms. Mieczkowski, seconded by Mr. Pagano to adopt Resolution #2025-01. Motion
unanimously approved by all members present.



2.

MINUTES
Motion was made by Mr. Ordog, seconded by Ms. Pickett to adopt the minutes from the December 5,
2024 meeting as submitted. Motion unanimously approved by all members present.

OLD BUSINESS
There was a letter received in the Fall from a resident who wanted to the Commission to consider an
ordinance regarding one-time use plastic utensils from restaurants. The utensils create a lot of litter.

Some of the litter in the area is from local places, but it seems like the majority of the litter is from
establishments which are not located in town such as McDonalds or Chik-Fil-A. There was also a
mention of trash along the river, and Chairman Mudge stated that the trash is brought here by the tides,
and does not originate here. The letter from the resident suggested that local businesses should be urged
not to distribute these one-time use items.

Chairman Mudge said maybe a campaign can be started regarding littering in town either with some
signage or posting on our website. Mr. Pagano said that unfortunately, signs don’t resonate with the
intended audience.

Another idea for the litter is the Environmental Commission could sponsor a clean-up day especially with
Earth Day in April. Ms. Mieczkowski said that there used to be a group that would arrange neighborhood
cleanup days.

Ms Pickett said there might be a state program called Clean Communities that will sponsor a cleanup day
as well. Ms. Pickett agreed to look further into this program.

The Commission is also going to work with the Green Team to create an Earth Day event in April. Mr.
Pagano said a town-wide clean up event around Earth Day would be a good idea to also get the word out
about the Environmental Commission. Mr. Pagano said he would happily involve the Boy Scouts in a
clean-up day as well.

Ms. Pickett said that Ms. Patel had gone over to the pollinator garden site to start planning out a design.
Chairman Mudge said they are looking into plant donations — either plants that are potted, or seed packets
to plant. Planting the seeds is more labor intensive but will save money if there are volunteers. It is also
important to make signs for the beds that will have the pollinator garden so that other residents don’t use
them

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no members of the public in attendance.

ADJOURNMENT
It was the Motion of Mr. Ordog, seconded by Ms. Mieczkowski to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m.
Motion unanimously approved by all members present.

Michelle Ryan-Krzykalski, Secretary
MRK/ah



