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FLORENCE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
December 10, 2003                8:00 PM 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Hofflinger called the meeting to order. 
 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT 
The Township Clerk read the Opening Statement: Notice of this meeting has been given in 
accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  Notice was published in the Burlington County 
Times on January 5, 2003; given to the Register News for information; posted on the municipal 
bulletin board. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Frank Baldorossi, John Fratinardo, Bruce Garganio, John Hofflinger 
 
Also Present: Mayor Michael Muchowski; Thomas Sahol, Assistant Municipal Administrator; 
Fred Rowley, Township Water and Sewer Engineer; William John Kearns, Jr., Township 
Solicitor; Joy Weiler, Township Clerk 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Bill Bott, 64 Riverbank Drive, asked if the public would be allowed to ask the representatives 
from Waste Management questions? Council President Hofflinger stated that he would allow the 
public to ask questions.  
 
Terri Cranmer, Route 130, asked if the public could ask questions when Resolution No. 2003-
214 and 2003-215 are up for approval? Council President Hofflinger stated that he would allow 
the public to ask questions. 
 
Nick DiLullo, 416 E. Fourth Street, questioned item (B) on the Agenda, ABC Applicant: 
Review. Clerk Weiler stated that the applicant cancelled and would not be in this evening. She 
explained that the applicant is interested in a Person-to-Person, Place-to-Place transfer of the 
Foundry Street Bar’s ABC license. The applicant would like to purchase the license and use it in 
a different location. The applicant is looking into property on Route 130 North by Olde Towne 
Gardens. Mr. DiLullo does not believe that a bar is a permitted use due to there being another bar 
across the highway. Solicitor Kearns explained that the required distance between liquor licenses 
is measured by the route that someone would take to walk to it, not in a straight line.  
 
All residents having an opportunity to be heard, MOTION by Garganio; seconded by Fratinardo 
to close the public portion of the meeting. All ayes - motion carried. 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT REPRESENTATIVES 
Assistant Administrator Sahol introduced Bob Iuliucci, District Manager of the Tullytown and 
Groze landfill facilities in Pennsylvania. He is here this evening to update the Florence Township 
residents and respond to any concerns and issues.  
 
Mayor Muchowski stated that the Township was advised of a short-term problem that would 
create odors but it has turned into a prolonged problem that is not being controlled. Council 
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Member Fratinardo stated that over the summer he was assured that the odors would only last 
two weeks, therefore there was no need to notify the public.  
 
Dave Watts, Waste Management representative, stated that he did not receive any complaints; if 
he had received complaints he could have had the project shut down.  
 
Mr. Iuliucci explained that there is a contouring project going on right now in preparation of 
final closure and to meet DEP requirements. While the project is going on additional odor 
control systems have been put in place. They are also trying to work on as small an area at a time 
as possible. He stated that the project can be shut down with a radio call. They are preparing for 
final closure on approximately twenty more acres, which should be completed by late spring. 
The next step would installing the cap, gas systems and to vegetate. 
 
Mayor Muchowski questioned why the Township was told that the odor was due to an overfill 
problem that would be corrected in a couple of weeks to a much more significant project? Mr. 
Watts explained that the contouring would not take that long, but to cap and complete the project 
would take until the spring. 
 
Council Member Garganio asked how long there would be an odor? He also asked if they were 
in violation of their permit? Mr. Iuliucci stated that they are not in violation of their permit. In 
response to questions from Council Member Garganio, Mr. Iuliucci stated that there is 40,000 
yards of trash over 28 acres to be moved around the site. 
 
Council President Hofflinger stated that he lives in the Roebling section of the Township and the 
odor has been unbearable in Roebling for the past two weeks. He has called to complain three 
days in a row. He has also spoken to other residents who feel that Waste Management makes up 
excuses for the odor. 
 
Mr. Watts stated that he did receive the complaints and went to the area to monitor the odor and 
at that time he did not smell anything. He has received six complaints this year from Roebling, 
and if he doesn’t get the complaints, he doesn’t know there is a problem. He advised Mayor and 
Council that the complaint phone number is 499-0500 and if he receives phone calls he will do 
something about it.  
 
Council President Hofflinger asked why they would wait for someone to call with a complaint to 
do something about the odor? Mr. Watts stated that the project could be closed down or covered 
up.  
 
Bill Peterson, Third Avenue, stated that he works at the landfill and takes care of odor control. 
Mr. Peterson has monitored the odor in Roebling. He stated that there are times, depending on 
the wind direction, that there will be an odor but not constantly. Council President Hofflinger 
stated that he has spoken to a resident that smells it constantly, even when the air is still.  
 
Council Member Fratinardo stated that the DEP has requested that they be called when there is 
an odor and their phone number is 1-877-927-6337.  
 
Council Member Garganio asked that a flyer be made listing the complaint phone numbers and 
delivered to each house along the river.    
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Council Member Garganio asked if Waste Management acquires additional permits from the 
State of Pennsylvania when they go back in to mine a site? Mr. Iuliucci stated that they do not 
need to acquire additional permits.  
 
Council Member Garganio feels that closing the project down for the day and reopening it the 
next day is not sufficient. He feels that more needs to be done for the residents of Florence 
Township. He also believes that the State of Pennsylvania should have contacted Florence 
Township regarding this project.  
 
Mayor Muchowski believes that the township residents have given up on calling the complaint 
line. He stated that a more comprehensive plan needs to be implemented for odor control that 
will make a noticeable improvement.  Mr. Watts promised, as of tomorrow, a plan would be 
worked on that will be submitted to the township for their review.  
 
Mr. Watts explained that Waste Management and the PA DEP are in negotiations now regarding 
fines for overfilling the cells. He also stated that Waste Management has never been fined for the 
offensive odors, but has been fined for the pleasant odors. Council Member Garganio asked if 
there would be a public comment portion during negotiations with the State of Pennsylvania that 
Florence Township could attend? Mr. Iuliucci does not believe that there will be a public 
comment portion. Solicitor Kearns will check to see if Florence Township can be involved in the 
process.  
 
Bill Bott, 64 Riverbank Drive, and Environmental Commissioner at large, discussed different 
times that he has smelled the odor and has seen the birds that the landfill attracts. He feels that it 
is unfair and unacceptable for the Florence Township residents to live with the odor and the 
birds.  
 
Nick DiLullo, 416 E. Fourth Street, does not believe that the odor is always caused by the 
Tullytown landfill and discussed other odors in the township that come from the County landfill 
and the milk plant.  
 
Albert King, 35 W. Fifth Street, stated that the complaint number was distributed to the township 
residents approximately six years ago and the residents need to call this number and complain. 
Mayor Muchowski stated that in the past Waste Management has been able to respond to the 
complaints but this problem seems to be beyond their control.  
 
Council Member Fratinardo explained that during the summer the township was told that there 
would be a two-week period that the odor would be present, it has turned out to be months and 
the township residents should have been notified.  
 
Mr. Watts explained that the 499-0500 phone number goes to an answering service that pages 
Mr. Watts. He stated that a log of complaints is kept.  
 
Mr. Iuliucci stated that Waste Management wants to be a good neighbor and work with Florence 
Township. They will work on an action plan in which they will share with Florence Township.  
 
Assistant Administrator Sahol asked if Mayor and Council would like him to include a flier with 
the calendars that will be delivered to each household and business? 
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Council Member Garganio suggested that residents call police dispatch and have them call the 
complaint line, so the township can keep a log of complaints.  
 
Mayor Muchowski asked that the Waste Management representatives commit to writing what 
transpired this evening so it can be distributed to the residents.    
 
Council President Hofflinger thanked the representatives of Waste Management for attending 
this evening’s meeting. 
 
TOWNSHIP WATER AND SEWER ENGINEER 
 
Test Well Number 6: Current Estimate #1 
Fred Rowley, Township Water and Sewer Engineer, reviewed and recommended Current 
Estimate #1. A resolution will be approved at next week’s meeting.  
 
Well Number 2: Current Estimate #1 and Change Order #1 
Mr. Rowley reviewed and recommended Current Estimate #1 and Change Order #1. A 
Resolution will be approved at next week’s meeting. 
 
Second Avenue Water Main 
Mr. Rowley stated that a preconstruction meeting was held on December 5th and he anticipates 
the work to begin the week of December 22nd, weather permitting. Discussion of the timing of 
the project took place. May wait to begin work until after the holidays.  
 
ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Cedar Lane Property 
Assistant Administrator Sahol discussed the concerns of Mr. Reynolds, a gentleman that is 
interested in purchasing the land on Cedar Lane at Burlington-Columbus Road. One of the 
concerns is the drainage from the north side of Cedar Lane entering his property. He explained 
the drainage that is in place and has been for many years. The problem is on the Cedar Lane side 
in the municipality’s section. Mr. Reynolds presented some suggestions for the township to 
correct the problem. He explained that the USDA suggested that he take the issue up with the 
township. After a brief discussion, the township will find out whose jurisdiction it falls under and 
then the situation will be reviewed with the Township Engineer and Township Solicitor. 
 
New Board of Health Regulations 
Assistant Administrator Sahol explained that the County has a program for food handling 
establishments with the potential for the development of toxins. The County suggested that the 
township add a section to the code requiring food handlers be trained. The County would be the 
enforcement agency. Mayor Muchowski asked that discussion be held until January. 
 
HANDICAPPED PARKING ORDINANCE 
Mayor Muchowski will discuss with Solicitor Kearns and report back. 
 
BOAT RAMP REQUEST 
Assistant Administrator Sahol received a request that the township waive the boat ramp fees for 
a group of volunteers that work for the DEP doing a bald eagle survey along the Delaware River.  



Florence Township Council Executive Session: 12/10/03 
 

Page 5 of 6  

The volunteers use their private vehicles and boats. Assistant Administrator Sahol has a letter 
from the State of New Jersey stating that the group is operating on their behalf and lists their boat 
identification number and vehicle registration number. Council would like more information 
before granting their request. Assistant Administrator Sahol will advise the group of this.  
 
ROUTE 130 CONSTRUCTION 
Council President Hofflinger asked Assistant Administrator Sahol if he contacted DOT regarding 
the barriers set up on Route 130 by the Wilson Building?  Assistant Administrator Sahol 
explained that he was advised that it is a temporary measure and would be restored just as it was 
prior to construction.  
 
Council President Hofflinger asked if NJ Transit is putting in a  jug handle? Mayor Muchowski 
stated that they are not putting in a jug handle.  
 
Assistant Administrator Sahol stated that there would be a temporary left turn lane with a traffic 
signal to turn into the train station. Once the basin is fully developed and approved by the State, a 
jug handle will be created around the basin, utilizing the traffic signal for both north and 
southbound traffic. Mayor Muchowski asked Assistant Administrator Sahol to request, in 
writing, a copy of the plans, both temporary and permanent at the Whitesell site. 
 
REORGANIZATION PACKET/AGENDA 
Clerk Weiler provided Mayor and Council with the Reorganization packet and asked if they have 
any questions or concerns to let her know.  
 
ACTION 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-214 
 

ROUTE 130 UTILITY IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT 
EXTENSION OF FIRST DUE DATE UNDER PAYMENT PLAN 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-215 
 

ROUTE 130 UTILITY IMPROVEMENT ASSESSMENT 
PAYMENT PLAN CLARIFICATION 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-216 
 

APPROVE REQUEST TO RELEASE PERFORMANCE 
BOND FOR BUNGS TAVERN 

Conditioned upon payment of any and all escrow money due & 
Posting a two year Maintenance Bond in the amount of $7,230.66 

 
It was on the MOTION of Garganio, seconded by Fratinardo that Resolutions 2003-214 through 
2003-216 be adopted. 
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On the Question 
Nothing at this time. 
  
Upon roll call Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Fratinardo, Garganio, Hofflinger 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Sandusky  
 
Unanimous approval. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
9:40 PM Motion made by Garganio, seconded by Fratinardo to adjourn to Closed Session. Roll 
call vote – all ayes.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JOY M. WEILER 
Township Clerk 
 
/mab 
 
 
 


